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| -Whin ave hear Auſtin, Polgentins, G 


* ſupplicia, ubi diabolus, c. That they ſulfer the 


HE 4 tee ee ha has 

Seen laid upon BAeTISING Ins 8 

Il inſiructad Chriſtians ; bas, denb 5, been 4 

chic accaſſan of its horng Seated wu 28 Wh 
able oppoſition by others. 


many ethers of great np among ft thoſe calle he «ol 
5 — with jo 2 That infants cas 


_ © have no x <3 ; if hes die without . baptiſm.” — 


That we muſt hold for certain and undoubted that 


4 « they are ignis eterni ſempiterno ſupplicio ee to 


be tormented with the everlaſting puniſhment of 
« eternal fire.” —* And, interminabilla gehenne ſuſtinere 


* endleſs tornients of hell, where the devil with his - 
« angels are to burn for evermore, ” — Again, * As the 


© UNBAPTISED INFANT cannot go into the kingdom 


of heaven, you muſt acknowledge he will be in cer 


* faſting fire — Finally, —* If Infants have not had the 


. * facrament of ſalvation $a i. e. Baptiſm 18 for their deli- 


verance from original they pa 
S torments“ —Nhen 3 "this ceremony f 


into perpetual 


baptiſmal-water exalted into an 4 Cir of fuch infinite 


importance, the mind is naturally ſbocked : it riſes with 
_ rndigh e ws nſt the mon ene "a urdity and even 
imprety of ſuch tenet 


s ; and (which is Aut 29 
ta ee nature # the N ef Sink TTY 
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ified : +} whilf lon it from 
the 25 rank it had ufurped in x] Sl 7 it fon 
out ; and to allt it ng uſe aer place in it at all. 
The middle · way betzoixt theſe'two extremes, | 
 eohich is Bere choſen. It can with no reaſon bei imagine 
ed, that a Gop of infinite mercy, who hateth nothing 
that he hath made, will permit 49 having, or the want- 
ing, the Coremumy of bapifinal water, 4h determine ji finally - 
ably theeverlgſting ate e 4 Hing unfank : | 
ar, that for the aglect "of this \ceremonial waſhing, 
Fer want could in no wiſe help) it ſhall. 
be doomed to everlaſting * forments amongſt devil and 
ape/tate ſpirits, This afar from the almighty Judge! 
De Baptiſm that faves; & Cor, that at all "profits any, 
_ eohethey Infant or Adult) ir not the external waſhing, 
but the auſwer of a good conſcience; or the pious' and 
Arbon ſentiments with which that ceremony is performed. 
Th þ an, adult; the religi gious and ſincere ent * 
with" which"  chey confeerate tkemſelves o Go : 
and in Infants; the unfetened piety, the gratitude and 
5 25 faith; 2 which their parents devote them to 2 5 
The meer ceremony of applyi 17 2 05 5 0 aratroe 
7 little noment. 2 * . * OT Fe 


Ba, that the Yap iſm of Infanrs j is a rite 8 
G Gop, and a rite 58 great advantage and uſe in reli- 
955 175 following. treatiſe, it is hoped, will Log. In 
= it is conſedered, rather as. @ ſtandi ng token, than = 
. 5, @ proper inſtrument on mean, of Go mercy. and 
grace to ur, 4 perpetual memorial inſtituted in . the 
= ſignifying t behevers. God's. readineſs lo pour 
down hrs ſpirit upon them, and bis bleſſing upon. their 
offepring ; ; not properly a. canal ( as fone — to 20 
EE Hoe. are AER Wh fo 7 
< The Z 


and ir: 


LE 


; ey I Per. ii, 21, 
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P. Rn E T A 0 . 
The arg gument from antiquity or apoſtolic tradition, 
has not, * been often preſented to the public, in ſo 


n contracted und clear ali 2902 as its importance deſerves. 


It is, principally for the ſake of this; and to repreſent 
the moral purpoſes of x: aptt iſm, . the —— 
tract appears. 


If ſentiments, on the future ſlate of ayin g infants, may. 
here be thought by ſome, too freely DT eapreſe 5 they — | 
it 15 0 be admitted 4 conje res at” leaſt, upon 
an intereſting ſubjeft ; 1 which however the baptiſm 
| = 25 as no ei at: dependance, i that: 7 | 
25 205 22 Aber Ki e 9 * * 
allowed f , 5 
| The author 'delig bts 255 in ene, ph ps, 
lo engage in any, 554 ubjedt. of theſe pers; havi | 
225 me god ariſe ag brats of this, wy g 
But the light in which the argument is here ſet having | 
been approved by Jeveral, to whoſe judgment be owes 
great defferente, it is here preſented. to pubic view. 
4s far as it ſpeaks truth, may the Gop of truth 
ucceed it To his favour it is commended : and ! fo * 
A . 1 a candid wa nnd ann 
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bl Arxcutnr. IV. Evident and clear Conſo: 
—_ . . quences from” vera! other, Pa ſages. of 
Keine. at | 


* | ARGUME NT V. From Apoſtolic 7 radition. 
The 8 Moral Purpoſes of Infant- 
| OO tr bt bene rota A——ͤ— ore vg 
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A grural 5 view me 12 N 4 FT m 85 
Kal with refpert ta A. pin of 
on ROM. the. [dah eons, es Appen 
chat of thoſe who are born into the world, 
|; —— ent attain to the age even of 

one year. Thouſands 'of INFANTS = - 
1 under grie s diſtempers; are 
vulſed, and in piteous agonies give up the gh 
This, at firſt, ſeems a very /frange * — 
reconcileable with the viſdam und ſuſtice, mach leſs 
with the goodneſ and mercy of Gop. It is ſearce 
poſſible not to aſt=—how cores it to pals, that millions 


of harmilels- babes, in whoſe frame is diſplayed fu 


infinite ſkill ; who are formed with caparitias of fuch 
exalted. * — intellectual Ae — | 
- £@ 285 Ot an neis ver- growing, everia 
—_ knowledge, 3 eee of — er 
How comes it to paſs, that they only thus glance upou 
the coaſts of life; are juſt brought into the world wit 
exquiſite pains, moan away a few weeks of miſery and 
diſeaſe upon it, and then in terrible convulſions; fall 
rims to — What /ight bas Gop caſt upon this 
dart ſtene of his providence? Has he left it quite 
covered with impenetrable clouds? And, where the 
incereſt and comfort of ſo great a part of his intelligent 
creation are deeply coucerned, has he given no intima- 
tions which may be a ſolid grams of bye? n 
never be — 


. 


* EA Rl «aft 8 242 * —ů—— 


7 our di Te antier whichR nin 
| Fs trend dns "fo ed ſince the fall, viz. the diſpenſa- 
tion of the Light of Nature, the Abrahamic, the * 
4 the Gt ap... Now, each of cheſe caſ ame 
| | ſcene; and adininiſters eme Hop 8 
ee and dying Infants. Let it then be enquired 
FresT. What judgment doth Re as ox, or the Light | 
W Nature, paß upon their cafe? There are but 70 
Ways, in Which Nele enn account” for this pro- 
ceedure of providence, viz. by fuppoſing theſe ſuffering 
mant to have exiſted in "former ſtate; or tha 
dkey will exiſt'in ſene fü nn. 
Some have imagined,” that they n 
mice habed in a former ſtate o ang; t har thei 
ſufferings in the 5 gent, a ea correction or puniſhme nt 
1 Grits. done there.” This the Platonic philolophy 7 
taught: and it ſeems to haye been an opimion not un- 
eommon amongſt the , in the days of our Saviour! 
Concerning the man that was: born blind, the diſciples, 
f 93 aſk: him mater bh did ſin; this" man, or 
parents ; that he was born blind: But this rs. 
5 jo of Infants, being a matter of mas 
—_ > tainty, unſupported by any ſolid or probable g 
Resor derives its "principal © ſatisfaction f — 
ſuppoſition of their exiſtence in 4 Hale 50 death. 
There, the Almighty REcToR can give them pleaſures 
and entertainments abundantly to counterbalan the 
Tiſferitigs of their preſent ſtate. V 12 
This is what REASON, I tay, -furmiſes and hopes ; 
| but cannot certainly conelude. It wants ſome Rt ve- 
' LATION, ſome prumiſe romiſe from Gop, to give ſtability and 
vigor to theſe — pes, And under all the 
conflicts and pains which he 8 his dying child ſuffer, 
. the pious parent has nothing, from the Light . Nature, 


eren to. truſt, but Ws -ncoverianted goodneſs - and 
| iel eee; = 


n . 


p 


* Jenn ix. 2. 


8 
. 

3 1 
FA | 


1 God. Now, were it not, in theſe circums_.. 
| 5 4 able ching. that Gop would give 
us ſome revelation or promiſe concerning our Iun A NTS2 
Some vovenant to aſſure us, that they are the objects f 
his favour and peculiar regard; and that as they fer 


— $4 


and die in this world, ſo they ſhall be rayed again t 


life and happineſs in the other? Was not, I' aſk, 
me ſuch covenant, revelation, - or. promiſe, 4 ; 
our ANF 4NTs; What nature greatly wanted, wiſhed 
tor and deſired; and if Go ſhould. be pleaſed-to _ 
grant it, ought it not to be highly valued, and, noſk - 
eee ee 24 Bebeld! 1 f 
Secondly. {his we ſee done in the Annartanre, 
diſpenſation. i For as: + Gon? g coyenant- tranſactions with 
Abraham were- the foundation, or charter of the church. 


which, :/ m after ages, be intended 10 gather, and to 


what amonglk men: ſo he, here, gives pious parents an 
expreſs promiſẽ + and. revelatron Dy their \ In- 
Lo Jeet 7 1 \ I... FANTS. 
f oy Theres is a rr 1 and juſt ſenſe, in which Gop axd | 
be ſaid to bo iſh bis. covenant with InFanTs, For the ſcrip- 
ture exprefaly ſays, Gen. ix. 9, 10, 12, 13. that he ab! iſhed | 17 
bovenant, even, with 1h#tattle and th fowl ; ſolemnly engaging 
no more to drows them by a food. Is there any thing frange, 
then, or ee in Gop 's eſtabliſhing his covenant 4vith _ 
ants ; ſolemnly-engaging to pour Hir ſpirit and bleſſing abo 
them o Or, that the evils they fuffer in conſequence of Adam's 
| fin, ſhall be removed and Cmply recompenſed through, the | 
_ righteoultieſs of Chri/f 7. Moſt ſurely not at all— Wo - 
But, if there is a rational. and juſt ſenſe, in which Go hs 5 
| 2 05 his covenant wwith Inpants ; there is the higheſt reaſon 
to ind ume that he actually nas done it, and that they are taken 
into his tovenant : for if he graciouſly condeſcended to 2 


his evvenant with the bruve creation, promiſing no more to deluge 


them ; and appointed a landing toten or memorial of this g- 
venant, viz. the bow in the clouds ; much more, ſurely, may we 
bope, that he hath eftabliſhed his covenant alſo with IxrAxxs, 
promiſing to deliver them from the fatal conſequences of the 
fa; and that be hark appbinted a ſtanding toten or of this 


covenant, to perpetuate its ** ys n in the 225 | | 


Sore. 


0 t his ford ; and takes Hi IxrawTS into covenant, 


ang He ene to be 4. G05 60 taken) 1 


together with Hime; -commane 3 the Toxtn of 

be covenant to be affixed d+ehim, woaftnding 
 tefbimony or fign that Jenovan was their Go. See 
Gen. vii. 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 14. Go faid, I ul 
eftabhſb my covenant betwetn mo, and thes (Abraham) | 


and thy ſeed after thee, in their generations ; to h Gor 
fo thee; and to thy ſeed after ther:=and 7 wil be THz rr 
Gob. This is my covenant which ye ſhall deep 


manechild among you that is da old; ſhall be civ« 
eumciſed. The yo thats gt don Hall be cut off” 
Hon his people. Circumciſion then, by Gop's expreſs 
nd, was affixed to Abraham's INFANTS, and to 
the Ix r AN s of all ſuch as believed in the Gop of 
dbraham, as. a Token of hit covenant ; which core. 
want was, that J=nov 41 would be their Goo. 
Now, when the Al Meru covenants and | 
to'be THE Gop of theſe Infants, what does it impl ? 
Undoubtedly ſomething nE A T, viz. that he will | 
in a peculiar manner, their guardian and benefator ; 
that he will take them under the | eſpecial. patronage 
and care of his providence, influences of his ſpirit, and 
miniſtration of his angels; and that if they died in 
their infant · ſtate, before any tranſgreſſion had put them 
out of the covenant, they ſhould certainly be raiſed to 
an happineſs after death, That this was the undoubt- 
ed import or meaning of this promiſe, the ſcripture 
hath clearly taught us—Now that the dead are raiſed, 
Moſes ſherued at the buſh, wwhen he called the Lord, the 
So of Abraham and rh God. of Ifaac;* &c. And 
: * is. not ue </bemed tr Ba vun Gop; 


for 


* 7 X. 37. A flate of 42 is a . 
Go s calling himſelf then, the Gop of Abrabam, when he 
lay in a ſtate of death, was a clear proof EE En e 
— always to continue in it, 51 


"M 


: 2 or mani 


Aude b and . the Maxx in its fleſh, ſcoffingiy 


ze bath ds them a ci urn! 
A future ſtate. = And e be nts — 
— e ſball be my Sow : but, whoever is 
F Cad, and dies — will infallibly 


dee wo be ſuch by a glaricas 


 Tefurtedtion. See Nom. viii. 19. Duke . e 
1 „of the Abra bamic couenani, aſſuretl 
a reſurrection to future 


That his 0 


happineſs to an Hfunt dying 
under it, may be further proved thus—eſuppoſe one of 
2 's circumciſed Infants lay languiſhing under 


and gave up the ghoſt, :An' infidel 


what that Mank means? He is told, it is a 


Tox EN e the covenant into which Ix HVA took the 


child; and by which) he ſolemnly declared, chat he 


4 wogiveddir as his oN, and engaged to be ite Gon. 


But what gets the child, the Hide demands; by 


having Junevan for its Gop ? Is he not aſhamed to 


'be-called HE Gop of that emaciated, tortured, breathj- 
leſs Infant? No, it is replied, becauſe he will raiſe it 
from tbe dead, and give it happineſs in a future ſtate. 


3 indeed, he would be aſbamed to be called THE 


* Zac a. babe; But we proceed to conſider + 
Thirdly.” The Mosa1c. diſpen/ation ; and che 


— Aubagch nch this gives to theſe rational hopes, 


Now, here, we ſee another CovExAN r, beſides that 
of circumciſion, into which | INFANTS were! talen. 
Deut. xxix. 10, 11, 12. Te. ftand this day, all of you, 
before. the Lord voux God ; ' your captains, your elders, 
your L1TTLE-ONE8; your worves, that thou" 


enter into covenant. with the Lord thy Gon: that 
be may eſtabliſh thee to day for a people unto 


himſelf ; and that he may be unto thee a Gon, as he 
hath ſtoorn unto thy fathers, to Abraham, ©*c.—So 
Ezek, wi. 20, 21. . thou haſt taken "1 hw, 
den 5 Heb: nes. | 4 Key xxi, 2. 


2 ® 
* 1 * 
4 , 
* * 


— [il 
— —— —u— Ee GC — wo = Mere — 


a * As. PPP 


and thy da 


lea Chatan, becauſe it was then conſidered as eſpouſed to 


hon Mer: age babar tf PT DRAG: Ams; 
land theſe thou — unto the Iuolt : them Lat 
my children.“ Thus out Lok bimſeif, 


5 — an Infant; was brought rom we Sec ry an wete 


all the firſt· born Infantiales, and there /ole) 
voted, as Hol xv, to Gop. Luke ii. 22, 23.— Hen 
then, it is moſt evident, thar the Jewiſh InFanTs, in 
into 51 5 were in a ; peculiar nunner Als; his 
„and his children, in a ſenſe in which the 


property, 
Infants of the idolatrous and uncircumciſed Gemiles 


were not. But of theſe, multitudes, no doubt, died in 
their Infant ſtate. What now might be concluded 


concerning the caſe of ſuch ? Undoubredly this: That, 


as they died in covenant: with: God, by which covenant, 
He had engaged to take them for @ . Feople to himſelf, 
to acknowledge them as his children, and to be to 


| them a God) and as no advantage nor happing/s. was 

given them in this world, at all anſwerable 10 theſe 
characters; but they miſerably languiſhed, like all other 
Infants, and at laſt died under the primitive condemna- 

. tion or judgment; it therefore certainly remained, that 


they will be raiſed aggin and exiſt in ſome after, tate; 
Where an happineſs will be given them ſuitable to 


theſe great 3 and where they will þe treated 


28 chips 
God — 5 plainly ſeem to have breten his cevengnt, 


and the children , God, For elſe, 


and the ſolemn and grand promiſe of being a God to 
ſuch an ſufant, and of taking ir for HIS, chutd, Proves 


à very mean and infrensficont ching. 


Theſe are the hopes which Reaſon: ne and | 
which the ſeveral diſpenſations both af+.4braham, and 


5 . a Yona” We den 10 obſerve 
Fourthiy. 


*A child, on the 2 of its (64 Sy De . wont to be 


OD, and unite his le. d. hind! erb. 
kn pag ne 6e. fe 1 Vi m 2 e Leriet 


* 


W 49,” I” y_ Ew. 4 SS T 


| diſpenſation "of 
af, and the moft penſect dilplay of God's mercy to 
fallen men; in which the riches of his abounding 
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72 40 Vadrthlycc How 0 are 6—— 
\Fefus Ghrift. As this was tobe the 


grace were to be »mof? Fully revealed; it can hever be 


imagined to come ſhort, in any points of the #200 farmer 
AJiſpenſatiomt, Did God take the Infants & behievers - 
into covenant with himſelf; under Abrabam and Moſes; 


and command, that as a ſtanding talen of it, „ 


the covenant ſnould be ſolemnuly affixed to them; but, 
under Jeſus-his Son, — no ſuch manifeſtation, 
of his merciful regard to them; admitted them viſibly 


into na couenant; nor appointed any token that he re- 


ceives them as hig children, and that he will be to them 


a God? How utterly ani, as well as uncomfortable 
is the thought. Thanks: to his--mercy ! We can With 
| good aſſurance ſay, that is not the caſe —— 


No. But when Infants were once 3 to our 


N Saviour, to be nads partaters of the bleſſings of bis 
kingdom ; he openly and ſeverely rebuked his Diſciples, 
and was highty diſpleaſed with them, for endeayouring 


to Hinder it. He: kindly: fa ibem into his arms,; laid 
his hand upon them; and bleſſed them; and comman- 


died that little Children ſhould: be ſuffered to come, i, e. 
be brought, 70 him, and not be forbidden; declaring 


that ſuch ir the kingdom of God, * i. e. that theſe, 


| allo, have a place in = kingdom of the Meſſiah, which 
Vas now to be ſet up; and a right to the bing: 
= which himſelf, che gromiſed King, was come to beſtow. 


At another time, he cob. a little Child into his 
your and ſhewing it to his Diſciples, ſays, 
Sall recerve:one._ ſuch; little Child. this. Child, in my 
name, receiveth- me.! Now the receiving 4 Child in 
Tg name . mean "as: monte nat or ene 


„Mat. zir. 7 "Mark x 14. ' Luke mt 5 
1 TE Fyili. 5. * iz, 37. Luke is, of bs 


* 


FE in e peculiar relation to + Chl, 


a8:7:0U.CHRIST0U: oN, belonging 10 Chriſt being a 
ſabject of hns kmgdom, or a part wp FO bac, Thea this 
hat our Lord means by FR in bis name, 
| Rim has expreſsly — — ing it in this 


ine eee . erte 
e Water. to dri ee ee 
to Chriſt, verily. I ſay unto you, &rc. Hence, then 


|. is ls moſt evident, that Afants may be, yen are io be 
; received in Chrijts namt's and that by this we are to 


underſtannd, receiving them as be or ſtanding in 
ſome peculiur relation, to Chriſt; rw in this — 
relation to Chriſt an Infunt can no otherwiſe ſtand 
than by bei ng ſolemnly devoted eee eee 
| 10 his — and church. N 
And, that Jyſants were do be adraitted into che king. 
d of the Meſſiah, or into that incorporated ſaciety of 
which be is the Bead, is quite rational to preſume; for 
as they ſtood in abſolute need —— 
grace which. Mefhah, the king, came to beſtow on man · 
Kind; and as proviſion was made by the covenant” of 
Bod for their actual receiving it; ſo there was the 
ſtrongeſt reaſon to expect, that they would be Jolomnly | 
acknowledged; and declared to be a part of that 
or church; which ſhould: be thus blefed. and _ by. 
him; In other words, that as they were c 
through the i Auum and treated as /inners, ſo 
ſhould be ju/Hjied through the ſecond Adam and — 
s 73phtevus,' But, if they were to be treated as righte- 
ous, and to be ſolemnly declared a part of that ſociety, 
or church, hom Chriſt came to ſave; they were, then. 
to be baptized ; for baptiſt was the ceremany-in which 
all, who by God's-covenant”had à right to: falvation, 
— udainls into the church, and kb de- 
olared to be of the numbes of the 4 


a * Mart ir. ar.” 7 2 1 2 18 5 ? * % ub \ 
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ee ee chriſtian —— os 
Sulig under a ſentence of 
2s ſinners, by being made to ſuffer death the puniſhmeric 
and effect of ſin, cannot be denied. By one man in en 
tered into the world; and death by fin, aud o death p 
ſed upon ALL, for that (xy o, ad quod, ws whieh) 
or ¶ per quem chrough whom) aL are treated as if they 
had ſinnedi Rom. v. 12. By one mam s offente 
ment came upon ALL men to condemiation. ver. 18. 
one man's offerice many were made funzre. ver. 19. 
Adam A L L. dic. 1 Cor. xv. a 21 Though Infants are fn 
capable of any mura or proper guilt, yet as in ch 
vie ſcheme of God's providence they are at prefent 
ſubjected to ee pains, diſeaſes, fiekneſs and 
death, the penal effects of fin, through the difobediefice 
of Adam; they are, agreeably to the ſtyle of re, 
faid to have fined; and to be made, i. e. treated as. merk. 
_ Now; the ſame diſcourſe' of the , which re- 
reſents'them as condemned and: ſuffering through Adam, 
ä as juſtiſtied and ſaved by Jeſus 
Cbriſt. For, ar by the-offence one (Adam) 
ment came upon all men to condemnation ; even f& by the 
right fung F one (Chriſt) the free gift Came un all 
men to juſtification liſe for as by the tiſobediente” of 
one, many were made-fanners ; ſo by the obeclience of one; 
Hall many be made righteous. As much as to fay, the 
_ falutary- offefts of the feeond Adam's virtue, are ab e. 
tenſeve as the penal ones of the firſt Adam's fin: or, as 


condemuaticn and ronfideret = 


the malignity of that firſt offence reached even to Iufants, = 


ſubjecting thend.co death; fo the benefit of Chriſt' obe. 

dience reaches alſo o infants, Juſtifying, abſolving and 

7 877 W ieee oring 

* dne and 1/fy ae —— in ſcripture, 

aw any. real ior mop enirade-ie mating, Try ant 

the effett; or th ee, of fin... See G en. xix. 18. 1 Sam. 
Xxviii. 10. 2 Kin vii, 9. Th. hit, 0 fl, 12. 1 Per. ii 24. 


. v. 21. Feb. r. 8 
— v. I8, 107 
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55 * 2 to then 
chat Spirit liſe, which releaſes and ſets them free: | 
from thie Jaw of ſin and death. Now: of God's giving; 
and of men's reteiving _ ge e the 
baptiymal water dds appe dlen, or enblen, in 
| the church. Ms DUB 9 . © + ws 48 2 FA 
- This the * play nun. by dhe. Tits | 
in. 5. We are savE D, bythe: waſhing Hon, 
oLY: GO (the thing ſignified in that ceremoniab 
waſhing) which'he hath Sbed (EX IE EEx, poured out) . 
uponas:abundantly, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lorddl. 
From this diſcourſe of the Apoſtle: (Rom. v.) the 5 
following deductions evidently . 1. That in the 
 eonſtruRtion; of the Chriſtian Law, Infants are, moſt cer 
tainly, in a ſtate of condemnation, and treated as ſinners, 
2. That they are, therefore, capable of juſtification or 
remiſſion, and ſtand in 'ab/o/ute need of it; in as much as, 
without it, they muſt eternally lie under the ſentence 


of death. 3. As they are capable of this grace, and ] 


ſtand in 46 lute need of it ;:expreſs proviſion is. made, 
in the eonſtitution of the goſpel: covenant, for their be- 
ing uſtified and ſaved. But 4. All who by the goſpel 
covenant are entitled to juſtification, falvation, and life; 
are entitled alſo to baptz/m ; for baptiſm is a rite, infti- 
tuted by God, to ſignify or betoken that thoſe, who are 


= entitled to the * olf his meg e ſhall RP. 


receive | them. 

The Baptiſm of A Wen in. tin ügktz i is a 
very rational inſtitution.” The great Parent of man- 
kind having in the wiſdom of vc providence, ſubjected 
ſo vaſt a part of the race to miſeries and pains through 
no default of their own; it was quite reaſonable to be- 
lieve, that his mercy wonld appoint them ſome teſtimony 
of his fayour, ſome monument or pledge that he had not 

abandoned this noble part of his crayon to the. 5 85 
8 and 


F forior to both the former That ir has no 


A 
bo 


— W 


WW 5 rod! 


1 4b under Which they Gute fallen: That, as OR 
. . ſuffered the bible tokens of his difpleafure | 
in a vatiety of tormenting agonies; ſo, he would graci- 
ouſly ordain them alſo ſome 'vi/ible talen of his BE 
will, ſome perpetual” and ſtanding gu, of his ſti / 
counting them bis children, and Sar they were yet tlie 
objetts of his render and parental regard. It was per- 
fectly juſt, L ſay, and reaſonable to imagine, that the 
great Parent of theſe tortured and ſuffering innotents, 
| whenever he etected a church upon earth, would ap- 
nt ſome ſuch ſanding taten of his mercy and fayour- 
to chem. Now this, we ſee, he did under the #200 for- 
mer diſpenſations, both of Abraham and of Moſes: and 
great conſolation it, doubtleſs, gave their pious parents 
under theſe diſpenſations, when they ſaw them lan- 
guiſhing in extreme pains and giving up the ghoſt, to 
reflect upon the ſolems token by which the Almighty 
nad accepted them · as e children;;and had promiſed to 
be their God. Bur, can it ever. be conceived, that the 
I | diſpenfarion of Jefus Chriſt is d&fe&#ve in this i impor-- 
tant paint! That it, herein, comes behind, and is in- 
ch landing 
token-of God's merey to condemned Infants, nor any rite 
by which he viſibly admits them now;'as he formeriydid, 
into his family or church !—Is he a God in covenant to 
the Abrahamic and to the Jewilh Infants ory, and not 


to. Ohriſſian Infants alſo? — urance we 
das 9 0 Chriſtian: ny ev ee Gs. 5 wack pegs 
7 . 8 Ae And | 
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- whom he hath, by a ſacred covenant, promiſed to be a Gov, © 
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| 2 - The Introdudtion, © 


" And as it thus evidently appears,. that, in the ori- 
-  ginal conſtruction and frame of hig church, proviſion - 
Was made that the Infants of God's people ſhould be 


admitted into his covenant. So, it may be added—that 
fuch a ſolemn dedication, as is made in Baptiſm, of an 
Infant by its parents to God the Supreme Parent, 
feems to be a moſt natural and rational lervice : a 


| ſeryice which a pious. mind can ſcarce poſſibly forbear. 
Having received fo great a gift and truſt from the a/- 
mighty ſovereign, how natural and proper is it, that ſoon 
upon its birth, and while a ſenſe of the obligation is 
Yet warm upon the heart, he ſhould make ſome ſolemn 


acknowledgment 


tions of Gop, be ſuppoſed more happy and advantageous than 


theirs who were never thus ſolemnly devoted to him. It being 


an evident and important part of the ſcheme of Gop's moral 
government, that great bleſſings and favours ſhall be conferred 


n ſome, in confequence and as a reward of the earneſt and 


fincere prayers and piety of others... The light of nature itſelf 
ſeems plainly to have taught this. It was the cuſtom. of the 


Romans, on the ninth day from the child's birth (which was 
called the luſtrical, or the day of purification) for its friends 


And relations to bring it to the temple, and before the altars of 
tze gods, to recommend it to the protection of ſome tutelar deity. 


Midaleton life of Cicero, Vol. I. p. 6. A ceremony of the ſame 


nature alſo was performed among the Greekss 


n 


Alx rational creatures, there is reaſon to believe, are, ſome 


where or other, placed in a ſtate of diſcipline or probation, be- 


- 


fore they paſs into a ſtate of fixed and unalterable bliſs. Heaven 
itſelf was, if it be not at preſent, a late of trial to Angels. In- 
Janti dying ſuch, therefore, there is ground to preſume, pals 
into ſuch a ſtate. Now, as in our preſent fate of trial, ſome are 


placed in circumſtances far more advantageous and favourable 
than others: fo, probably, is it in the ſtate to which dying. In- 
fants paſs. 7 palledies were put in circumſtances more 
favourable, for attaining” virtue and happineſs, than other na- 
tions of the earth, on account of their /ather's piety, The 
Jame may be jultly hoped as to the dying Infants of good men; 
Who, according to-Go D's command, have been /o/emnly devoted 
to him, whom he hath acknowledged for his children, and to 


te 9 d 0 M1. 
* 


it more chearfully, if taken from him by death; or t 
train it up more religiouſly if its life %e confinged ? 


accept and reward the piety of eh 4 patent, wi 
| Power bleſſings on ſuch a child? * 


R e aka — . > IS . n 


The firft argument” ſhall be phafented: undef - | 


J Ee 2 is an icanreſtible fact, that the nf of 


* 
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ſhould openly devote it to him, and lay himſelf under 5 


ſaered vor to educate it. religiouſſy, and bring it up in 


his fear ! Is not this, evidently, a becoming temper and 
action, upon receiving ſuch a truſt? Woũld it not patu- 
rally have a good influence on the conduct of the parent, 

with regard to his child; diſpoſing him either to 2% Yer 


And might i it not be hoped, 'that God would 2 


But, from this general view of the ſeveral Fe 
tions of religion with reſpect to. Infants, from Whic 


their right to Bapti/m may. be ſtrongly preflumed ——- 
We e farther 0 eſtabliſh it by clear and a ed 
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ARGUMENT I... 


Fre: NONE . Tet 


- IK & 


believers, were, in former diſpenſations' or ages 
of the church, taken together with their parents 


into covenant with Ged ; and had, by his expreſs com- 


mand, a ſacrament or Yite given them as a token that 

1 ekg 04s their God ; and that in conſequence | 
ereof, he counted them for his children, and as ftand- 

ing in a peculiar relation to himſelf, Gen. xvü, 7, 1 0, 


11, 12, Deut. Xxix. 10, 11, 12. Ezek. Fe 20, 21. 
| See theſe — ed cited, Pig: " . 


* Wie 


The Moral Pu ofes and Uſe 


WO. When theſe Infants ts believer were n talen 


| 2.0 or "ant. molt kf, received 0 Ns 

125 this toten, the Not High obliged b im 
and peeve to be the God of that Infant. And 
what that implies, ſee before explained, pay, 4; 5. Now, - 

III If this great previlege was Fe, ranted by God 
| to bis church, : Is 2758 ege ſtill fub/e/ting, and is TOW 
# in actual Lg full- 18 5 ifs it. 105 not 2 5 revoked.” But, 
rb privilege or grant has never been revoked. 


de whole book of God. Therefore, 
V. The Infants of believers havin gill a Night to 


| their antient unrepealed privilege, of being admitted 
With their parents into covenant with God, and of hav- 
ing itt token applied to them; it hence 5 | 
TFoſlows, that they have right to Chriſtian Boptiſn; 
for Baptiſm is now the ONLY. _ppanced foken or 
ceremony of admiſſion. 


to a demonſtration of the point in debate, Which of 
. 2 of beljevers, in the former ages of the church, 


had not, by his expreſs command, a ſacrament or 

=_ rite given them i in token that Jehovah was their God; 
aud that, in conſequence of this, they were not con- 
lf Hdered and treated as being in a peculiar manner his ? 


'' this, though it was granted to the Inſants of good men 
of old, was really no. privilege nor favour to them? 
ö Neither durſt any man aſſert this, Can it be urged 
1 then, 3. That this privilege, though granted antrently 
to the church, and enjoyed by it many ages, does not, 
no, continue to it; nor ought, notu, to be enjoyed by it; 
a th it * the 15 32 ack edge not EY 


* 


3 


4 into covenant, it was certainly at privilege, */* | 


No ſuch revocation, nor any ſhadow of it, TPO i 


Fheſe propoſitions, it i is humbiy apprehended, amount 
them can be denied? Will any man ſay. 1. That the 


= 4 e not taken,. with their parents into covenant with 


This no man will affirm, Will it then be ſaid, 2. That 


J WY ⁰˙wÜyA ·˙ w. NS . - 


| are now admitted i into it. 


V 2 


1 Religion 15 lafape-Beptif * 


been a Abſurd. 10. imagine! Will it be ſaid 


then, 4. That this anrient* privilege or grant has, 
indeed; been re arena 8 . Repeal be Ron an 1 5 
the point ſhall There appears nd Fuch. | 


Repeat, not and ee like [rate whole facred ferip- 


Y ee on the contrary, there appear many things,” as 


will preſently be ſeen,” abundantly to'confrm this v. 


luabſe privilege; and to frengthen and znlarge it. Rudd, 


indeed; it were the height of '2b/ardity to imagine, that 
Jeſus Chriſt came to "out fort the privileges of the 


church, in any bag taboo en 


ol's covenant, who! ' before, were t 


N 2 — 34 1 855 Falk 


Tellers: out of 


ken into it. | 
It being rnpollhle to deny, then, that the Fiſants | 


1 of behevers have ſtill a right to their antient unrepealed 5 
Privilege, of being admitted with their parents into 


God's cevenant, and of having its token applied to them. 
— The conſequence is inevitable. That they have 
then à right to Baptifin, the appointed token of God's 

covenent, and the only initiates Fe . which perſons - 
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＋ HE covenant which "God N with e 


of circumciſion.) That © covenatir, I Tay, is the very 
7 which we are now under, even the chriſtian or 


4 Abraham, in * e 


1 an wich bis Seed, Gen. xvii. into which bis + 
Tia were taken, rogether with hi : by the rice 


8 
Ti 


ll 7Y No Yak es an; 
N | 


Be ieving Gentiles, 41s Seed. —Now it was an indiſputable 


8 har wwe, believing Gentiles, are the Seed really 


Therefore IT (i. e. the bleſſedneſs, or juſtification, of the 


grace ; to the end the Promiſe might be ſure to all the 


. 
r 

Uſe 
E 


Se 2 * 48 our; ” Father, ihe father WA urbe 
eving Gentiles: t e origin grants, ther gie, and privi-. 
eges of. thatcovenant muſt necelfarily belong to us, be- 


fant or;privilege of that covenant, that ant, ſhould | 
E together With their parents, into it; aud 5 
1 under its ſacrament or ſeal, This grant, 
refore, or privilege, in behalf of our Trfants, we : 
Migge Gentiles, may now.confidently claim. 5 


ed and intended in that covenant; and 1 that Abra- 

ham, i in that tranſaction, was conſidered as our Father— 
Bi 5 actually, and moſt clearly, determined by St. 
ig or in. to ſeveral epiſtles (Rom. iy, and Gal. iii.) 

. there. he. is explaining the nature and extent of the 
F or 9 15 Apel covevant, he quotes 715 covenang 

made with Abraham (Gen. xvii.) refers to it, and rea- 


mage Wit 


ns it, . ADS. 5 thence to. prove, that 
Aae from. among. the. Gentiles are, under the 
riſfian Ailpentztln, 5 be fellow · beirs with the Jews. | 
S are the real Seed of Abrahrm intended in that 
covenant. See Rom; iv. 9. particularly wer. 16, 17. 


ht be by 


Seed; I to that only which is of the Law, but to that 
ab which is of - e Faith of Abraham, who is the M 
Father of g BALL, (i c. of. believing Gentiles as well 
as Jews) 47 fl 14 222 (Gen. xvIl. 5.) I have made 
thee. 4 Father of.many Nations. 
Exprefaly 1 0 the ſame purpoſe, the apollle alſo aſſures 


5, Gal, ith. 7. That they woho are of Faith e : 
 cheJa ane 1.5 the Children of A And ver. 29. 


brilts (i, E. Beliey vers) then 


[Js are, re Je 1 8 | 


Seed, and heirs according to; the. promiſe. And again 
ver. 16, 1 161 1 "To * e and * Ks Seed, we 0 
. 


| Gentiles, are tbe ſced intended in that cdvenant: it fol- 
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that it foul. mais Un Tamils eee 
that the promiſes, or covenant, here referred to, whic 


which God ever made and 
Abraham and ?o his feed. | 
Seeing, then, it is inconteſtable—that 2ve believing 


lows, that wwe have an undoubted right to all its privi- 
leges and grants conſequently, to the admiſſion of our 
Infants into, it; and confequently, to their paſſing un- 
der its talen of gn. de he n anti ee 
This taten or ſign was originally circumciſion; but 


| when God ſent bis Son into the world further to ex- 
plain and confirm this cqvenanr, and to publiſh it to all 
nations, he was pleaſed to alter its token, or initiating 


rite, from circumciſion to bapti/m-: partly, perhaps, as 


1 P ry 


circumciſion was à painful and bloody rite, and ob- 


4 


noxious to great reproach, and contempt amongſt the 
Gentiles; but, principally, becauſe both ſexes were now 
to be alike. vAbly. received into the covenant; and un- 
der this new diſpenſation of it, there was to be neither 
male nor female. Gal. ii. 28.55 e W 4%. "4o T hus 


e A . nn EALTUS dine URRN O57 
That eircumriſſon is aboliſhed, is acknowledged by all; 
but the Jbrabamic covenant ill ſubſiſting. and being no other 
than the goſpel. covenant, and of this geſpel covenant it being 
acknowledged that Bap1i/m is now the appointed telan or αn 


it hence evidently. follows, that ;Bapti/an:now ſucegeds in the 
room of rircumeiſion. Accordingly it is called the chriſiam cir- 
curgciſion, gr circumci/ion of Chriff. Col. ii. 11, 1 % * 
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ent, ent, in e are [ 
lier 9005 e $ feed, (Gal. 
29) bo tif we are Abrakby $ ſeed, we have thega 
ro all the grants and: privileges of that covenant 
hich, God made with Abraham; and with bis fed; but 
3dmiſſion of his Infants, rogether with. himſelf, was 


an indiſpurable gr aut or privilege of that covenant: 
| therefore, as it was given to Abraham bar 72705 it 


4 . 99; endure t to Af. Bis . $7; 
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Tue Fs for admitt Enn to 185 x 
F tiſm, may be dt vn — fror the ſenſe in Wen 

poſtles, when ſent forth to baptiſe, would na 27759 
and even neceſſarily undefſtahd their. commiſſion. Go 
teach | (MATHETEVUSATE, diſciple or prolelyte) all 
nations, baptizing them. It is now enquired, in what 
ſenſe they would underſtand” this commiſſion? Whe- 


ther, as authorizing them to baptiſe only the believing 
| adule+'or; to give this token of God's covenant alſo to 


the Infants of ſuch believers 4 The N is de- 
livered 


1 infints ars not baptiſed as ting ps: xs: the Seed 
af Abraham ; but as being the Children or Property, of thoſe 
who are the Seed of ven r. For as Abraham's Faith brought 


not Hianſelf only, but his /n/ants together with him, into the 


Covenant of Gov : 80 the Faith of Jbraham's' Seed ns) | 
brings not themſelves only, but their Infants. together wi 


| them, into the sa Covenant ; elſe the Covenant would not 


be eſtabliſhed in the ſame manner to bir Seed, as it was to 


. repel which! yor i play promiſed, 'Gen!'xvii. 


fy, 7 45 „„ N "Ib; 95 5 43 1 
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lgared, in \ ſuch general terms as not 2 to deter- 


mine this. If any part of it can be ſaid to exclude. 
Infants, it muſt be the word teachit But ſuppale it 


had been ſaid o teach, proſelyte, all nations circum- $5 


ciſing them. ould not the Apoſtles, without any. 


he a warrant, have naturally and juſtly thought, that, > 


upon . fe the a L and circum 


— 


archs 0 old, 20 go into ON Arabia, &c. and teach i 
them the God of Abraham, circumciſing them. Mot 


they not, muſt they not, haye underſtood it as authori» | 


zing them to perform this ceremony, not upon the pa- pa- 


rent only but alſoupon the Infants c ſuch as believed in E 


the Godof Abraham? Without all queſtion they would. 


Hence then it is plain, that the 2 5 teach, (diſciple 


or proſelyte) concludes nothing, certainly, againſt In- 
| ants being admitted, with their believing parents, into . 
"Bu $ covenant by baptiſm. | But, if the word, teach, 
not neceſſarily fi Infants; let us ſee, whether 
there are not ſuch circumſtances attending this com- 
miſſion, as would naturally and even neceſſarily lead 
the Apoſtles to apprehend Infants to be actually in- 
cluded therein. 
Nowꝛ, here let it be couſidered—aybo the perſons 
were, to whom the commiſſion was given? They were 
geus; men, who had been educated in the knowledge 
of that covenant, which God had made with Abraham 


and their fathers; and who knew it to be fill in force. 


Men, who had ſeen, that in all covenant · tranſactions 


l 85 and his W the . of be RVs : 
| hac 


N 


4 The wh * ON e in the — 
verſe, i is not the ſame with that in the.next verſe, tearhing them 
to obſerve all thin 5—(DIDASCONTES). but is of a more . 


and comprehen ve on, arne 9.9 2 
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ys bern admitted, together with their W 
and paffed under the' fame initiating rite.— Men, who 


apprehended this their admiſſion to be a great privilege 
G favor to them; and knew, or were to be ſoon in- 


formed, that the Gentiles (all nations) were now to be 


dung the ſervite g the tabernacle} 


7 


taten into & joint participation of all the privileges of the 


church; to be grafted into the ſame olive tree; 


| Kid ts be joinr-heirs with them of all their religions 
_ Imihnnitfes or gratits.— They, moreover, knew it to 


2 conſtant, immemorial practice of the church, 
hen any Gentile was taught (proſelyted to the 
worſhip of the God of Hrael) himfelf was baprifed, and 


: all his Infints were baptiſed with kim, and theſe Infants 


were called proſelytes. Further, they were men extreme 
jealous and tenacious of their ancient rites. They 
feen alſo, under their law, by God's expreſs command, 
children of z month old and upwards cnrolled in the 


temple regiſter ; and entered, as mjniſters to Aaron, as 
and as feeping the 


1 of the fanfluary*# They had been, often, wit- 


to the tht vert their maſter had ſhewn to 
lebe children ; and had been once feverely rebuked by 
him for bindering their being brought to receive his 


1 IO: and ſaw him laying his hands on them, and 


ly declaring them to be /ubjedts of his kingdorr. 
e er, they knew that Baptiſm was appointed as a 


tolen from G00 of the remfhon of fin, or of juſtification, 


and that Infants were in the eye of the chriſtian law KB 
treated as ſinners, and under a ſentence of condemnation. if 
Finally, they knew that Chriſt came, not to leſſen or 


abridge the privileges of God's church (of which this 


admiſſion of Infants was confeſſedly one) but to heighten 


— 


and to enlafge them. Let theſe ſeveral circumſtances 


be IIs weighed, and then let any man i 


„ Numb: l. 6. 5, 8, 28. And came by Gop as ape | 
MTV ANTS.” erte. XXV. 41, "os | 
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ther, as the commiſſion will admit of a forouable and P 
large ſenſe, ſo as to include Infants, the apoſtles ei Bo. 
not naturally, and even neceſſ arily, ſuppaſe them com- | 
prehended . ? And whether, there was not a moſt 
ſtrong, and moſt manifeſt neceſſity, if Chriſt incenda. 
that ofants ſhould 2a be mages | in 10 that he ſhoul 
have expreſaly excepted them? A 
he cammiſſion viewed in his, which is irs proper 
po true light, is ſo far from concluding any chi 
againſt the baptizing Infants, that it ſtrongly favours 
and ſupports it. For ſince, it is delivered in ſuch gene 
ral terms as to be capable of admitting Infancs ; and 
ſince, from the above circumſtances, the apoſles would 
naturally and unavoidably underſtand it as 1 
their admiſſion ; it follows, that our Lord's Jilence, as to 
theſe, is a ſtrong and molt manifeſt preſumprion in their 
favour ; and that his not excluding, or excepting, them 
from the chriſtian covenant, is, in all equita le con- 
ſtruction, a perm iron or Fa Tar FR Tquld 1 | 
admitted into it. | 


ARGUMENT W. 


* be drain N the 3 and leur 
Y Conſequences of other paſſages of Scripture. 


I. FN Rom. xi. the Apoſtle, diſcourſing of the ex- 
I cluſion of a chief part of the Jews from the 
viſib e church of God, and the reception of the Gentiles 
in their ſtead; ſpeaks of it under this figure, ver. 17. 
And if ſome of the branches (the Jews) be broken off, and 
| thau (a Gentile) being a wild alive- tree, ert grafted 

in . them, and 1 1 Rs — of the 5 

1 


4 
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or church. 

putable privilege o 
parent grafted his children, together with himſelf i into 
_ that ofive-tree, i. e. admitted them into the church, or 
into @ covenant-relation to God. Therefore 4. The 


and fatneſs of the olive-tree ; 1 boaſt not, Ec. „ere let 


i be noted, 1. The olive · tree is the Abrabamic covenant 
or church ; from which the unbelieving Jets are caſt 


1 19 5 and into which the belzeving Gentiles are taken in 
their ſtead. 2. The rot and fatneſs of this olive: tree, 


of which "IP in grafted branches partake, are the re- 
ligious . es or grants, belonging to that covenant 
F.3: It was a very valuable and indif- . 

that covenant, that the faith of a 


unbelievin 12 Jew being cut off from this root, and the 


believing 
room, and partaking jointly with the natural branches 


. 


rentile ſucceeding, and being crafted i into his 


of all their church privil 1 , immunities, 'and grants, 


Y he muſt undoubtedly part 


e of this privilege too. 
What part of this argument can poffibly be denied? 


Will it be ſaid—that the faith of a parent did not graft 
his children, together with himſelf, into the viſible 


church, before the coming of Chriſt? No—Or, that 


"this was not a privilege? No—Can it be urged then, 


that believing Gentiles are not now_taken in to be 
SUGKOINONO! TES RIXES, foint partakers of the 


rect, x i. e. of the church privileges and grants which 


the unbelieving Jew hath loſt ? This were highly ab- 


ſurd: for they are expreſsly declared by the apoſtle, 
to be SUGRLERONOMO1, Fellow-Heirs; Suss ou, 


- of the ſame body ; and SUMMETOKOL TES EPAGGE- 
. LIAS, Teint-Partakers of the promiſe, 


The argument, then, moſt clearly and legt con- 


cludes for the viſible admiſſion of the Infants of believing 


Gentiles, together with themſelves, into the covenant 
and church of God. Is he the God of the Jews only? 
bs he not 4 . 1 the * A God, in the = 

manner, 
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manner, in the ſame latitude and extent, to us, as he 
was to them? Yes; he is, undoubtedly, thus a God to 
believin 85 Gentiles 400 0. Accordingly Haiah, ſpeakin ng i 

r 


of the Chriſtian ines or the ſtare of the chu 


under the Meſſiah, ſays, that not only believers ſhould 


be eſteemed the ſeed of the bleſſed of the Lord, (or the 
dleſſed ſeed of the Lord) but alſo their offipring A 
4 with them. * 
II. From our Scidur d own words, Mark x. 14 
8 Fer the Little Children to come unto me and forbid 
| them not, for of ſuch is the kingdom of God. And John 
* 5, Except any one (T1 8) 15 1 water and of the 
pirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. From 
1 hats two paſſages, I ſay, put together, the right of 
Infants to Baptiſm may be alſo clearly inferred. For 
in one, they are declared actually to have a place in 


God's kingdom or church; and yet into this kingdom 


or church, the other, as expreſsly lays, NONE can be 
admitted without being baptiſed. 


The #ingdom of God, in the goſpel, denotes, either | 


the e church on earth; or the inviſible one in hea- 
ven. Anſwerable to theſe, there is a twofold regene- 


Fuation, namely, a being born again of water (i. e. bap- 8 
tiſed, which is therefore called the waſhing of regene= i 


ration, Tit. iii. 5.) which admits into the vy/1b/e church; 


and, a being Jos again of the ſpirit (called the renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt) which admits into the inviſible. 


Now, in which ſoever of theſe ſenſes the expreſſion 


is here taken, it ſtrongly concludes for the Baptiſm 


of Infants, For 

I. If, by the kingdom of. Cad 1 the viſible 
church on earth ; our Lord, by ſaying of ſuch is the 
kingdom, declares that Infants are to be conſidered as 
having a place in his * m, i. e. as being members 


8 ſociery, or chureb, which he, * 
” „in lr, 23 
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came W fave; But, ee are to be 
28 a part of this kingdom, or 2ufable church, 
they are, then fo he baptiſed, or born agam of water, 
for thjr js the auh appointed rite of entering. into it. Or 
. If, by che lingdam of God, we underſtand the 
inviſible church in heaven; into that Infants cannot 
enter, except hey are bern again of the: ſparit, i 
regenerated, quickened, and raiſed from the dead. 
But, if they are capable and proper ſubjects of a re- 
generation by the Spirit, they mult be alſo of Baptiſm; 
tor: the /baptifmal water is nothing elſe but the ap- 
pointed token or emblem of this regenerating ſpirit. 
Robe then, that God grants them the thing Jignifies, 
wie, the renewing ef the. Holy Ghoſt ; it can never be 
thought his will, that the An or toten be denied them, - 
ae; che zva/hing of regeneration; or Baptiſm. . , 
he argument, then, is concluſive, i in whatever ſenſe 
we take, the kingdom of God. For our Lord having, 
in one place, declared, that the little children /hould be 
brought to him, becauſe of ſuch i is the kingdom: and in 
another, that except any. one is born of water, baptiſed, 
he cannot enter into this kingdom—it moſt evidently. 
| follows—that Infants are capable of being barn a gain 


| of water, or baptiſed; becaule, elſe, they could not enter 


inco this kingdom, into which our Lord here ert 
An, 1 1 a ae wa Radek, I | 


* 4 ernie, Ane dead is ee ſpoken of in 
Feripture as a being born again, or a regeneration. Vid. Rom. 
4 i. 4. Luke xx. 36. Mat. ix. 28. Acts Riii. 33. Rom. vii. " 
| Col. i. x18. Heb. 4. 
> The words, en iii. * 2 de interpreted, are A very perti- | 
Stand juſt rebuke! of Nicedemur's cowatdice, It is as though 
dur Lord had ſaid —& Except you have the courage: ta profeſs o- 
4 penly my religion, ſignified by your ſubmiſſion tothe ceremony 
of Bapti/m, you connot be a member of my viſible church on 
0 2 and, „ your — * Jbrahant, if 
1 5 6 "Ju 
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11 cantivt be here faid—thatithe words: of b 
to be underſtood, not of Infants in years, but ef pers 
fons of a chilulite aud humble difpeſation. Berauſe this 
would repreſent our Lord's conduct as extremely abſurd? 
For, why ſhould he be very angry with His difci les, 
for forbidding Infants in years to be brought to him, 
beraufe of grown. ger/ons of an humble diſpoſition” His 
kingdom conſiſteck? There is no Juſt corifteftion be- 
twixt his great diſpleaſure at them for keeping Tofants 
from him; and his giving, as the reaſon of it, that to 

quite different . meek and humble perſons, his 
kingdom belong According to this mrerpretatiof, 
our Lord might rationally Mee done the fame, had 
lambs or doves been going to be prefented to Him; he 
might have been very angry with thoſe who mould have 
forbid them, and have ſald—ſaſßer them to be brought) 
for of ſach, i. e. perfons of a. meek Maron yan 
1s the kingdom of of God. AT l 5 

Finally: let it be a e 28 Our Lord tw# i 

Shane into his arms, laid his bands upon amd 
them ; it hence appears —that Infants are ca able of 
the divine influence, benelliction, aud ma tion , the 
Holy Spirit. Wong ne oo 
7 05 intended to be repreſented by the 22 r 
water? Though our Lord did not pour water 1 
putting up 4 5 for them; he performed a re qν 
ceremony on them equally ſolemn. and of much, (perhaps 
exattly ) the [ti purport ; he laid his hands 
and e which was an act of re Mien vs worſhip hardly 
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<< 4962p king ol an 5 her * 3 
« Ghoſt; your mini 5 be never raifed to that ſtate of putity 
and moral rectirude, nor your body cu tiiat incorruptibihicy, 
* ſpirituality and life, which is neceſfary ESE ao At into 
my Inoifible kingdom in heaven!” © 


Dr. Cale, therefore, ingenuouſly owns, Yar fi 3s is 
e underſtood uf * in years, Reflections, &c. pag. 421. 


A ell differing 3 tal 1 water. Fea, | 
it was a far greater thing for the faviour of the world. 
ta-take up /nfants. in his arms and ſolemnly to bleſs 

them, than for any miniſter now to baptiſe them with 
water in his name. Further, 

III. It is alſo very worthy to be obſerved—chat the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation, as well as t Ws makes an 
evident diſtinction berwixt the ** n of believers, and 
the children of inſidel. 

Several of the Corinthian converts 8 1 . 
ing yoke-fellows, doubted of the aan of cohabit- 
ing with them; and ſeemed to think themſelves obliged 
to ſeparate; leſt che M pring of ſuch unequal marria-, 
ges ſhould be deemed impure and wunmeet to be taken | 
into covenant with God. This their doubt ſeemed to 
be juſt, and to carry in it great weight; being ground - 
ed on the known conduct of Exra, and the Jewiſh elders, 
min a parallel caſe. See Ezra, x. 1, 2, 3. But the apoſtle 

reſolves it, by telling them that the unbeheving-yoke- 
| fellow was io far ſanctiſied by (or to, or becauſe of ) the 
believing, as that their children which would otherwiſe 
be unclean, are now. holy.“ Here then we ſee. a moſt 
clear and evident diſtingion made betwixt the children 
of behevers and the children of infidels : the one are 
5 i. e. do not ſtand in any viſible covenant relation 
ehovah, and the other are holy, | i. e. in the ſame 
= e Arch as the Jews were an * nation, taken 1 into 
pea rein i Golf... 
„ 8 i 


© + This ſentiment of. 5 ib Boring ss, * be pro- 
and duty of its being brought i into the Church of G0, 
8 and there ſolemnly devoted to — was quite /criptural and ra- 
tional ; as well as perfectly a to the appointed cuſtoms oy 
and forms,.and language: 2 e times. For, Lake ii, 22, 23, 
"tis aid—They brought the Infant Jesvs to the Temple, to 
PRESENT HIM TO — Lorvp : As it is written in the law : 


| Every 
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Thee ſeveral feriptures being a W N 

the propriery and fitneſs of bringing children to baptiſm 
ſeems to be eſtabliſhed beyond all rational doubt. As 
2 concluſion of this argument I beg leave to aſle=Mauſt 
not the Chriſtian diſpenſation, be allowed, in all things, 
to have the preference, and to be better than the Jewiſh? 
But, if it excludes our Infants from the covenant of God, 
and from ſtanding in any federal relation to heaven; 
then here is one, and that a very important and conſider- 
able inſtance in which ir is valtly inferior. Now, bad = 
this really been the caſe; how mighty and juſt a f *% 

dice would it have raiſed in the Jews againſt Chriſti Ex 

What complaints and objections ſhould” we, — 
have heard them making againſt this new diſpenſation; 
as caſting their children out of God's covenant, and put 
ting — upon a /evel cui theſe of infidels and pagans! 
But, as amongſt their many and loud cavils at the relis 
gion of Chriſt, and the continued oppoſi 


tions and re- 

proathes of the adaizery, we find not the leaſt ſhadow 
25 complaint this kind, it may wich great affurance- | 
be concluded, there was no ſuch oceaſion given; but 
that Chriſtianity; as it found, ſo it continued and cons 
F : 


Having proceeded thus far in the argument; I bei 
leave here to recapitulate, and ſum up the Bot of what 
has been offered, in the following queries; Which will 
| ſoon lead a fair — to an a 4% le af E . 


Every frfi-horn als 2 & now ta the Lerd. Hence it 
plainly follows. 1. That / 2 ny 1 ons of . 
and that ſome were accounte taken into a more 
culiar re/ation to GOD) ele” were not. And 2. 
. when an Iaſant paſſed — 
ceremony, of the ſams nature wixh ur unt: when we 1 
them to e e The Infant Ju, like ours, was brot | 
eat 7h 1 Lo . n þ to te preſented, gs * = 
n 9 


- ds 


/ 
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Query IL. Are not Infants, in the nnn 
- of the Chriſtian law, under a Kauen of ME: 
x treated. as ons bcc bodiiided oo 2; 
Query II. Are they not, e in "the; eve 
* that law, capable of Juſt i and of, being treated 
os "righteous Bo! 

- Query III. 15. has box are 2800 of juſtification 
ps remiſſion, is it not highly reaſonable and even neceſ- 

ry to ſuppoſe that the Chriſtian law, which is a mani- 

feſtation of God's richeſt mercy to mankind, has made 
$209 lion for it, and given ſome token. of it? 

Query IV. Were not the Infants of Lale hin 
into covenant, with God; and did they not ſtand in 4 
more immediais relation to him, than the Infants: of 
unbelieving Canaanites, Moabites, &c. both under the 
Abrahamic and Moſaic diſpenſations And was not 
this a peculiar. honour and advantage to theſe Infants ? 

Query V. Are not the Infants of us, Chriſtians, as 
| capable of this;fayour, viz.. of being talen viſibly. into 
God's covenant, as their (the Iraeknes) Infants were: 
bur if ours are not; is not, here an important circum- 
Hlance in which both the Abrahamic and Moſaic diſpen- 
nations were more favourable, to mankind, and manifeſted 

reater grace than the 8 of Jes“ 991 — 
on this. poſſibly Tm 
| N Are 45 70 Tnf: its of Chipions (abo 

We Id an holy prieſthood, and "who ſucceed to all the 

_ privileges of 22 ei church) are not, I fay, Hit 
Infants as capable 'Tovu MXTHETEUESTHAI, of 
being 4;/cipled, as the Infants of the Jewiſh prieſthood 
Were, of being eurolled in the temple regiſter, and en- 
tered. as miniſters to Aaron, and as, PHULASSONTES 
TAS PHULAKAS.TON-AGION, eeping the charge of 
_ the: ſandtuary: and are not Infants as capable, under 
the Chriſtian covenant, of being baptiſed as they were 


of ere boch under che Wee and "Mz 2415 5 
t 
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Let the ſeriptures, then, interprer themſe | 
one part of the divine diſpenſation be ſoffered' to Explain” | 
the other (of which other, it was intended to be a figure, 
or type) and we ſhall find it perfełtly agrecable, 10 che 
| analogy and ſtile of ſcripture, as well as to the reafo 

of things, that Infants ſhould be admitted as members 
of che Chriſtian 1 5 and ere : therefore” h : 
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HE. Bajtifm of 77 was the andoutited* prac: 
ice of the chriſtian church, in its pureſt and firſt 
ages; the ages immediately ſucceeding the Apoltles ; : 
who could not but know, what the Apoſtolic dodtrine 
and ractice was as. to this matter. 
his, I apprehend,” to be an argument o' great 
weight. For the enquiry being about à fact, vey 
could not but be publickly and perfectly known, an 
not poſſible to be miſtaken, in the ages immediately 
ſucceeding the apoſtles ; rhe ſenſe of thoſe ages, con- 
| cerning this fa, , muſt needs be of great moment in 
deciding the point. Whether the Apoſtles and Evan. 
gelifts Feed 2 thi firſt churches rhe the whole 
3 the plan of Infant Baptiſn; or not; that is 
to fay,whether they admitted Infants, rogether with their 
believing parents, into the church by Baptiſm; or did 
not ſo admit them, was a fact of ſuch nature as could 
not but be evident, and indubitably known, to all the 
| Chriſtians of the firſt age. Nor was it, . humanly 
e * that the POE: INE] in t 
**ſhou 
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I. To wenken the * 5 ER entient tariters 
5 upon this lame have objefted the 
many fooliſh and abſurd opinions and interpretations of 
Leriprare with which their writings abound. But this 
i extremely weak. For they are not here appealed to 
; as rea/oners, or enterpreters, but only as 8 or 
* public fanding Fact. 5 
2. If any think it — that we hike 20 more ex- 
| teſtimonies to this practice of the church, in the 
| writings of theſe ' fathers, Jet him to conſider. That 
the far greater part of their writings are loſt; and that 
it is but little more than their names and a few pieces 
of their works, eſpecially as to the ff age, that are 
tranſmitted down to us. And alſo, that the baptiſm. of 
i 1 being then uniuenſally practiſed, and no doubts 
r diſpute having "It been moved about it; and it be- 
i g likewiſe the conſtant ever prevailing cuſtom of all 
the enemies of Chriſtianity, both Jews and Pagans, to 
admit Infants to a participation of their religious cere- 
monies and rites together with their rents. Theſe 
| things conſidered, jt will not appear ſtrange that this 
Point is ſo rarely touched on in the writings of thoſe 
- Times, There are a thouſand religious books written 
in the preſent age, in which the leaſt hint is not to be 
fond about bapti/ing of Infants, though the point has 
12 been ſo lang and ſo warmly controverted amongſt 
s: much leſs, then, ſhould one expect to find any thing 
but a few alluſions and hints as to this matter, in the 
* books of thoſe early times, _ 
This being premiſed, we proved; to the lhnen 
T ſhall be fem 7 Jus rin 


s 4 


4 gain pn who us red; or made dikciples, 19 
4 Chriſtin, 1 ours 8465 D — — 
7 ow, to r.1Rf anc), 
they could not — their "infancy, 

| Solder and e as ___ to COT * FO is, 


3 


. age. 
1 1 e who N 3 years 
tbe Hl de and was born eee 
the death as St. John, ſay concerning Chriſt.· 
| * Omnes enim venit per ſemetipſum ſalyare; omnes 
| * inquam, qui per eum renaſcuntur in Deum. InF an- 
_ * TKs & paryulos & pueros & _ dat be 
' came to ſave all perjans by bob all, I menn, aul 
e him are regenerated, i. e. baptiled, unto Gad, I 
«FANTS and little ones, aud youths and elder perſons? 
that word renaſcor, regenerated, in the writings of 
theſe antients, 3 of Irenæus, is moſt familiarly 
| uſed to ſignify. baph/ed, ſee from a vaſt varieey of in- 
ſtances proved, beyond all doubt, in Dr. Valß r Hiſtory 
of Infort Baptiſm. Vol. I. Chap. iti. $ 2, 3. and-Defence 
pag. 318, 324.—And that by Infants ane here ment 
22 ren, before they come to the uſe of is Evie 
dent, not only 2s che muſt ueceſſarily be 2. — 8 
e. ALL whom he cane jo fave; 
oh heb matte Ln deere | 
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benefit of Chriſt's example, as What was to. be taken 'by 


_ worksperfe&ly well know, For, upon 
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. * dread! the T 
This it Tertulli 48 reaſoning upon the point; but 


à voucher to an antienit fact, to prove 1 that in his dayi 
Anfuntt were” bap 
a_ witneſs.” 


; but 


each of the · ot her Tanks, viz.” "the paroult,” the” Juvenes, | 


aud the ſeniores, he ſays no ſuch thing concerning the 


Infantes Infants; for this Teaſon, bo doubt, viz. that 

theſe only; of all the mentioned Tanks, Were e 

of this benef my * INIT Ms ST: ws, n 
TERTULLTAN, who flot iſhed! about an Hundre! 


3 year after the Apoſtles, is the only 10 N50 among the 
tients, 


who adviſes to Ger = m of Infants, 
except in caſes of neee or in 4% nger 7 * Heath. But 
His As ing to defer it, except in caſes o neceſſity, i is an 
inconteſtible proof that the baptife fing of Infants was the 

ire of thoſe times. And as he appears to, be'c quite 


{molar in this his advice; ſo, that he was extremely, 
vhimſical and abſurd in hi 


is opinions on this, as well as 
ſeveral other points of” religion, all who. haye read bis 
the fame grounds 
on which he e the deferring” the baßtiſm of 
Infants, he adviſes alſo—« That unmarried Ny 
alhould be kept off from this ſacrament, Who are lik 
2 come into temptation ; as well Abole WhO never 

| married; as thoſe in Widowhood ; Until they 
1 either marry, or be confirmed in ofirienice. 14500 
h Un Jerſtand che Weight of © baptiſm will rather 
eiving of it,” than the Uelaying of it..“ 


we'have nothing” to de 


, with that; all we eite! Him for i 


tiſed.” Py this fat he bears? neon: 
f . His" 3 Se Traque” pro <ajuſque 
ant Ie according to 


20d e age. the de. 
ee EE -- 
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Faria er. e 
« neceſſe eſt, ſi non tam 8 
| ingeri.“ — „Why does that innocent age m nn 
halte to the remiſſion of ins, (ie. 10 the lover, ofubiap- 
« tiſen? ) What occafion is tlers, encept in caſes of he- 
1 eeſſity, that che ſponſors or gudfather ci bè brought 
1 2 danger? Theſe queſtions» plainlys prove the 
ting of Infants to ha veſbeen the practice of his days. 
"2 Wt There: are ſome, wo upon very pr | 
grounds, underſtand theſe paſſages of Tertulliun as re- 
lating onſhy tothe baptiſm of the Infants af heuthen pa- 
rents; which: when they: ce into their: power by 
purchaſe, conqueſt. c. the Chriſtians of thoſe time: 
were wont to baptiſe. And that it is only ta delay the 
baptiſing of ſuchi Infants) as theſe; Which Tertuiliun ad- 
wirr there is: ſtrong reaſon to believe 
- Hichertoj we find this point, af Infant baptiſm, Put 
| ranfiently touched on, by-theſe early writers: there 
having yet no controverſy or deubt ariſen in the MHurch 
Which might give e es to their ſpeaking more ex-. 
Preſsly concerning it. „Bub abent this —— | 
ſome diſpute about :0r7gihak/ongotiths nature and de- 
gree of that pollution with -which:new-born Infants:are 
tainted. Henceforward, therefore, we ſhall find more 
ded and "expreſs: paſlages relating to theit Baptiſm. 
2 | OKIGEN, about an hundred and ten gears after" 
Apoſties ſpeaking of the pollution hich cleaves to In- 
fants, ſays,.— Adde his etiatn.“ t Beſides. this alſo let 
« it be conſidered; hat is the ręaſon 
« baptiſm of the church is given for the forgiveneſs, 
« Infants alſo bf the uſage of the church are b 
„when if there were nothing in Tante ET TIN 8 


„forgiveneſs and hefty; che 8 ae 1 ne 


8 needleſs to them. * 


. Homil. viii. in Levit. cap. 12. 


— 


n 
5 
: l — — — g__ e — 
—— th « _ W 7 * N 2 2 » * * r FA — * — — . — 8 \ 
— — 2 ; : bop r * * - ln L Tn — — —.— in — = ——— aig Eo; n — — — 
P *% IV L * % 417 = % 12 — * 3 5 — Vo 1 wr — N 2 —— . 
" oy b — - 8 0 = — 2 r — 1 i De — — 0 r Xx — ͤ —— —— — 3 
2 r — — ͤ — —— — —— . pom 2 8 Eng tes — 2 — a7 2 * k - oz... + F 22 —— — 2 —ů— —— — — — Pa OT Do COS Wan —— — ů — — 
— ——— —— 1 ——— Fs — — 4 £ Ren — » — » Fa — or — ns rt —— 2 — — 6 a » # " 5 — 4 . . . 3 7 « — 
2 ” 8 4 "Ch 3 Ty * 2 1 . * a * A * 8 1 — — N 5 — 8 = 
— - OE EC SERRA r © 4 ads. HR eee SEE Sr oe. a ore Me Are Fs rt ard dine - ; . : — 5 ; ; — 
: is 2 5 . — — — — — — — ads 5 — — — 4 0 7 8 3 * 
> ? , "RE" r ' "xe e ; I IDE os — . 5 — b 
d core — - — gy = — — 
1 b ; 
; 5 8 i 2 
| . 
1 


LY — 


2 7 Or when have they 
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nee, Partuls baprizamrr in remiſſianem. 
for the temiſſion of ſins. Of 
finned? Or how can 
ny reaſon of the laver huld good in their caſe; but 
to that ſenſe before mentioned; z nol it free 
utian, though bis life be but the length of one 
9 earth? And it is for that reaſon, becauſe 
= by che @acramene of baprifm the pollurion of our birth 
«is taken away, that Int are baptiſed.” f 
Als another treatiſe he ſays Pro hoc & eccleſia. „— 
PII 3. was, that the rout rarer the 
* a tradition, or order, 0 geve Gaptyſm alſo to 
tante. For they to whom the divine myſteries 
were committed, knew that there is in all perſons rhe 


natural pollution of fin, which muſt. be done. yy 


«water and che ſpirit.“ | 
There are other ae be de eee 
but theſe, already cited, abundancly prove the baptiſm 
bene to be te aue. of his days. * 
eee 3 3 
48.55. 


Years fon 
| iſed in infancy (as 
queſtion but he was, his 22 and 


grand-facher having boch been Chriſtians) here is clear 


proof ofit pr 


r Feser Apoſtolic age. Tho' 
I at in . 
oonverſant in almoſt all che churches of the 
word. Hie teſtimony, therefore, to the point a 
—— pawrdwnairaaot 1 | 
© 


" $ Ibid. in Lac; + Ibid. Comment. in Epil. Rom: l. 5. 
* The learned De. Gale, who with great acuteneſs had diſ- 
be the rye Dp a” Þ (but whoſe objections have 
are by De. Wall) does not i nch as 
pretend 
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We next proceed to CyRIA N, who Wrote about 
aw hundred und fifty years after the àpoſtles; and giyes, 
it it be poſſible, x yet more and indubitable teſtimomy to 
chis fact. In his time (AnnoDominĩ 25 3) à couneif of 66 
biſhops being convened at Carthage; one Frdus, a countr7 
biſhop, having entertained ſome doubt (not whether 
Infants ſnould be baptiſed at all, but) whether Baptiſm 
might lawfully'be given them, till they were eight das 
old, according to the law of circumciſon? In anſwer to 
chis doubt, they unanimouſly decreed— That the bap- 
* Fiji of Infants was Yot to be deferred till the eihth 
* ny,” —And after many things ſpoken to the point 
they conclude thus. Cæterum fr homines impedire 
« aliquid. < But if any thing could Hinder men from bap- 
„ tifm, it will be heinous fins, which will debar the adult 
« 3nd mature therefrom. And if thoſe who have finnet 


* 


* 
* 


extremely, yet if afterward they believe, are baptiſed. 
V and no man is prohibited from this grace; how much 
«*-more' ought nor an infant to be prohibited; who, 
being but juſt born, is guilty of no ſin, bur of original 
„which he contracted from Adam. —Wherefore, TT 
4 beloved, it is our Opinion that from baptilm”and rife 
„grace of God, who is kind and benign to all, none 
* onght to be prohibited by us; Which as it is to be 
« obſerved with reſpect to al, fo efpecially with reſpeæ 
to Infants, and thoſe who ire but fut born, "who 
« deſerve our help and the divine mercy.” 
Hence, then, it inconteſtibly appears, that the Bap- 

tiſm of Infants was the conſtant, eſtabliſhed practice of 
the church at Thi time: inaſmuch, as neither the per- 
ſon who propoſed the ga Ky any one of the 925 
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Pretend to conteſt thoſe . follow, from Cyrian and Auſtin. * 


- 
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Fa” 


Theſe, therefore, being admitted as inconteſtible by our oppa- - 


nents; we ſhall ſee preſently, the ſtrength with which they 
conclude in our favour, 8 . 
* Cyprian Epiſt. ad Fidum. Bpiſt. 64. 


* 


_ The M al Purpoſes and Uſe 


tak biſhops mo aa; it, made the leaſt con of. 
the — of Infants, but ſpeak of it as a thing uni- 
7 rerlally acknowledged and practiſed in the church. 
Now, as this was but an hundred and fifty Jears 
5 1 the Apoſtles; and ſome of theſe biſhops may rea. 
ſonably be ſuppoſed ſeventy or eighty years old ; if 
they were baptiſed in their infancy (which can witha no 
on be doubted) it carries up the practice to within 
eighty years of the Apoſtles themſelves. And at the 
time of their infancy, there were many alive who were 
horn within the very age of the Apoſtles, and could 
not but certainly and infallibly know wen the apoſtolic 
| practice and appointment was to this matter. 
he CLEMENTINE ConsTITUTIONS (a book. 

thought by ſome to be of great antiquity; and by all 
acknowledged to be extanc in the fourth or fifth cen- 
_ tury, and to contain à good account of the antient 
diſcipline and practice) have this expreſs admonition 
_ ©BAFTISETE DE UMON KAI TA. NEPIA,” — 

* And Haptiſe your Infants, and bring them up in the 
_ * nurture and admonition of God:“ for he ſays, 
_« Suffer the little children to come unto mes and 1 0 
4 them not. 
There are Keren other teſtimonies, "JEET Ohbmens 
2 ; queſt, & reſpon. apud Juſt. Martyr ; 
Greg. Nazian; Baſil ; Ambroſe; Chryſoſtom ; and 
Jerom, moſt full to this purpoſe, to be ſeen in Dr. 
WalPs Hiſtory of Infant Baptiſm, too long to be here 
_ inſerted; I ſhall farther inſiſt, only, upon a very re- 
 markable and decifroe one, from the writings of Auſtin 
and Pelagius; about three hundred and ten years after 
the Apoſtles. 1 bring it not to prove Bapti/m of Infants 
to have been the undoubred, univerſal practice of the 
church in therr days ; (this would be quite needleſs, 
. ner _ much * the * evidence 

1 | W Oy" | 


3 DE *. . * —Y a. f 
in Religion of Infant-Baptiſm. 35 


already produced from the council at Carthage, &c!) 
bur, to ſhew it to have been the con/ant and inimemorial 
practice from the very ne of Chriſtianitʒ. 
In his controverſy with Pelagius, about original fin, 
to prove Infants to be tainted with it, Auſtin fre- 
quently and with great triumph urges their Baptiſin; 

_ demanding—* Why Infants are baptiſed for the re- 
* miſſion of ſin, if they have none? Pelagias ſeems 
excedingly embarraſſed by this argument ;* and every 
1 is ſurpriſing, to ſee the ſhifts by which Pelagius, Ce- 
Teflius, and their followers, endeavour to evade the forces of this 

argument. Sometimes they acknowledged Infants to have ac- 
tual fin, and that their peviſhneſs and froward temper is to be 
conſidered as ſuch,---Somerimes, they urged, that Infants had 
pre gxified ; and it was for ſins done in ſome former ſtate, that 
they were brought to the baptiſmal laver.---Sometimes, they 
faid, that they were not baptiſed for the /orgiveneſs o fins ; but 
that they may be made heirs of {he kingdom. Sometimes, that 
they were baptiſed for forgiveneſi.; not that they had any lin, 
but that the uniformity. of the words might be kept; or, be · 
cauſe they were baptiſed into the church, where - /orgiveneſs 
was to be had; and with a ſacrament, Which had the means 
of forgive neſf for thoſe who wanted it. Vid. Wall's hiſtory, 
C0000 ͤ ͤ c COB OT RNT 
Io ſuch extreme difficulties they thought themſelves reduced, 
do reconcile their opinion with the Haptiſin of Infants, But, 

_ theſe had been all inſtantly removed, and the battery which ſo 
annoyed them been demoliſhed at once, by only denying that 
Infants were to be baptiſed. Yet, fo far are they from this, that 
they ſeem not to have ralſed the leaſt doubt of this kind. Pelagius 

owns, as above cited, And Celeftius confeſſes, that Infants are 
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Note. Pelagius and Celeſtiut were born, one in Britain, the 
other in Jreland; they lived a long time in Rome, the then 
center of the world, and reputed head of the church they 
were both, for ſome time, at Carthage, in Africa; then, the 
one ſettled at Jeruſalem; the other travelled through all the 
noted Greet and Eaſtern churches. in Europe and Afia. If 
there had, then, been any church, or number of "churches, 
throughout the whole world, not only in that, but in the two 
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The, Moral "RY and. be 


3 2 ** how ch it concerned him to deny hs lan- 
| tiſm of Infants, had. there been any Falſib ible ground tor 


Je and to. do all that in him lay, io invalidate and 
diſprove. it. Had it been an innouation, a departure 
from the Apoſtolic practice; it is impoſſible. bur ſo very 
learned and acute a perſon as Pelagius, who lived 10 
near the Apoſtles, and had been perſonally converſant 


Africa, muſt have been able to diſcover it, and both to 


Hare and to give at leaſt ſome ſtrong ſuſpicion of it. But 
does the very ſagacious Pelagius attempt any thing like 


this? No: fo far from it, that fome'of his. adverſaries 


Having drawn as a conſequence of his. opinion, that In- 
ants. are not to be baptiſed —He, warmly. diſclaims it, 


and with indignation: complains— Se ab hominibus 
«Infamari quod neget parvulis Baptiſmi ſacramentum. 


That he had been ſtandexoufly repreſented by men, as - 


- denying the ſacrament of baptiſm.te Infants, and pro- 


n ing the kingdom 4 Heaven to any without the re- 
< demptian of Chriſt.” And adds Nunquam ſe; vel 


« impium aliquem hzreticum, zudifſe qui hoc quod 


propoſuit de parvulis diceret, That he never heard, 


no not even any impious hereric, who would fay that 
*. which he had mentioned, viz. that unbapriſed Infants 
dare not ſiable to the condemnation of the firſt man, 


9 and that they are not to be cleanſed by the. Fegene- 
* ration of Baptiſm.” _ And then me _ * Quis 
« enim ita evangelicm lectionis i ignarus eſt, &c. For 
.< who is ſo ignorant of that which is read in the goſ pel 
"* "as $1 do N 8 to er but eren en, to 


Wen een ſuggeſt 


| Fo. hr We? who! denied th ben of foci it is im · 
poſſible, but theſe two very learned and fagacious perſons muſt 
have known, or heard of it: and that- they would not have 
_ failed to take mighty advantage from it, to check the triumphs 

of their opponents; and to wreſt from them this argument, 2 
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in ſome of the moſt noted churches of Europe, Aſia, and 


Ax 
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of In niant- 
|S. wo, 4 * 
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eie tim 
« ſuggeſt, or exen to zmagine fu a ae. In a word, 
10 5 5 can be ſo impious, as 15 hinder Inſants from 
« being baptiſed and born again in Chriſt; and fomake 
them mils of the kingdom of C Wl. i 
And having cited theſe words of our Saviour: John ; 
ili. 5. No one gan enter into the kingdom of God, except 
he os born, again. of water and of the ſpirit, he goes on 
Quis ille tam impius eſt qui cujuſlibet #ratis par 
* 3 Who is there ſo impious as to refuſe to an 
* Infant of what age ſoever, the common redemption 
* of, mankind;”* Auſtin alſo, reciting the above: men- 
tioned deciſion. of the council at Carthage, which deter- 
mines that Infants are in no .201e to be denied Baptiſm, | 
adds—< Non ſolum in catholicà eccleſii, verum etiam 
in qualibet hereſi vel ſchiſmate conſtitutis, non memi- 
ni me aliud legiſſe. +. That neither from ſuch as 
_ © were of the- catholic. church, nor of ſuch as belonged 
Wy to any ſect or ſchiſm, whatſoever, he remembered 
not to have read otherwiſe in any writer,” . i. e. of 
any who dented, that Infants were baptiſed; upon the 
account of original ſin. This the church has always 
* had, has always held.” t - 1 7 
I Theſe, now, dre the evidence, on 5 we 8 the 
antiquity of this fad ; and by which we. prove the. 
baptiſm of Infants. io have been the. practice of the 
Chriſtian church, from the very a Juſtin 
ey about forty years; Jreneus, about 125 -leven ; 
and Tertullian about an hundred years after the "Apoſtle, 
give plain intimations of its being the Chriſtian practice 
in their times. From Origen an hundred and ten 
years ;. and from Cyprian and the ſynod of. fixty-ſex 
biſhops, one hundred and fifty. years. from the; above 
date, we have indiſputable proof of its being then the 
ee 2d ſtanding uſage of the church. And 
| PEST en On eee 


 »' Nultis' a inte tigt i 18. +'1bid de 
ker Mency oy” FRE SMART "7 WES x. 0 & verb. Apoſt. 


„„ Ha bete a 


after the Apo 
ſtrongeſt emptatiom and even neceſſity ro deny the bap- 
tiſm of Tnfarts had there been any poſſible ground for 


5 4% 
* 
„ 
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gif, about three hundred and ten yearg 
es (though the latter was under the 


7 1 and Pele 


it) acknowledge, tat I never 2 nor read of any 


el ber true Chriſtian, 


eretic, or Schiſmaric, who 44. 
Tied baptiſm” to Infants,” This! is the evidence : let us 
now argue from it. 

I. ALI. the churches, throug don 17 er Citi. | 
Kai world; were in the 187 5 the Apoſtles, formed and 
eſtabliſhed upon ene and the /ame plan. That is to lay, 


they all either baptiſed Iufants; or elſe they all rejected 


idem from baptiſm. What the opinion, and the prac- 
Bee, of the Apoſtles was in this matter, (who were ſent 
but into all the world to preach and eſtabliſn churches) 


muſt be perfectly, univerfally, infallibly noten; nor 


could it poſhbly be miſtaken, by any one fingle church 
throughout hs whole earth; during the Apoſtolic age. 
*The Corinthians, for inſtance, the Galatians, the Theſ- 


falonians. 8c; all perfectly knew, whether Paul and his 


* 


rompanions, when they baptiſed and formed them into 


a church, baptiſed their Infants alſo ; * or elſe Nelled 


them from Bapriſm. And, 
2. As to the age, immediately following the Apoſtles ; : 
Kin impoffibly that HEV could be ignorant of miſfta- 


Len as to this fact, * could not be in the lea/? 


nn how their fathers had received and learnt. from 
the Apoſtles, and pract: iſed as to this matter. For whe- 
whey Infants were, or were not, then baptiſed ;* was fo 
notorious and plain a fad, a fact of ſo public and 
ous a nature, as could not poſſibly eſcape the 

| knowledge of every en i TY living 


ee | 
upon earth. Ve e eee 7 eb 


* * With er: ebe as bo Mt IRAOLES, aid to be 
wrought. in their days, theſe earl writers may be charged; it 
cannot at all affect t heir evidence to » here,” = 


; © 2 


innovation, and demand,—* By what authority do 7 


Lund ſtrange ceremony of baptifing an Infant . 
Suppoſe them to bave urged, in ſupport-of their prace - 


living could hat ſtapped — 


in Aan if 1 — 4k 
. Nowil ail the churc bes throughout the world, were 


eſtabliſhed by the Apoſtles upon the plan of enly 
reap Baptiſm ; and they every: herd rejected Infanes, 


and forbid them to be baptiſed ; it will appear abſolute» - 


ly :nconceivable, and even a moral I ity, that the 
ptiſm of Infants ſhould ſo early, ſo wiſely, ſo-univer+ · 


fally prevail, throughout the whole world, as we have 


now ſeen it to have done. dr ON 
For if the Baptiſm of Infants was mode an ateſtalic 
* rt and practice, how muſt the perſons, who jr fs 


attempted to introduce it, be received? Would not all 


their neighbour Chriſtians immediately cry out upon the 


« preſume to perform this quite new, this 


tice, the ſame ſcriptures with us; would it not have 

preſently been replied upon them with unanſwerable 

ſtrength ?——* But did not the | Apoſtles: and firſt 
« preachers of chriſtianity: underſtand the true ſenſe 


and force of theſe ſcriptures? Yet not one of them 
_ © all, nor any one of their followers, ever baptiſed an 


„Infant, as we all perfedtly know, and as you cannot 


but own. Look into al the churches throughout 
_ © the whole earth, into Syria, Paleſtine, Egypt, Greece, 
« Italy, Africk, Spain, &c. and you will find there uc. 


* ver 2vas ſuch a thing known, nor heard of amongſt 


L. Chriſtians, as baptiſing an Infant.” _ 


What! I greatly wonder, could the feſt bat 9 1 
Infants poſſibly reply ? Could they urge that it um n 


Wo aps 
= For, as Pint was no poſility of their being themſelves deceiv- 


A as to this matter; ſo neither could they be under temptation 
to faſſiſ in their acoounts of it. Nor indeed, had the tempta- 


tion been ever ſo ſtrong, could they. have ventured to falſify in 


a fact notorious to all the world; and when every Chriſtian then 
of their account. 
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- | The Mord Purple and Un 
injotlice;ardralticn2: did Mf WablerChiit. 


witneſs to the falſhood of ſuch a pretente. Could 


they hope chen to eſtabliſſi this 72vention of their own; 
ä 1 it actually eſtabliſbede i in direct oppoſition 

dhe ApoſMes. autbority, and to their then perfectly well: 
known inſtitution and practice !—Impoflibleto imagine 


What then! I aſk again, could the „e baptiſers of 
135 urge in favour of their practice? Or how was 
it poſſible, it ſhould e ranerved,. yea prevail, yea fo uni- 

ver/ally prevail, that the very learned and acute Pe/agrus 
about three hundred years after, never heard of a 
church amongſt either Cat holiet or Heretics, who did 
not baptiſe Infants, if 4L L. the churches in the world 


were conſtituted by the Apoſtles upon the directly op- 


poſite plan? yea, and when the perſons who firſt be- 
gan this practice could not but oν, that the authority 
and example of ALL the Apoſtles and of ALL the pri- 
mitive Cbriſtians, and of ALL the churches | in the world 


| were abſolutely againſt them? „ 


Well; but ſuppoſe a few perſons 1 ſo\odd.zs 
turn of mind, as to run into this quite novel and un- 


heard of practice of haptiſing Inſants; can it be ima- 


that whole. churches. would be led blindly away 
after them: Or, if whole churches might be thus /educed ; 
could: whole nations be fo too? Yea, if whole nations 
might; can it enter into the heart of any reaſonable 


man that ALL the nations of the Chriſtian world, both 


the eaſtern and the weſtern churches, in the ſpace of 


about 7200 hundred years, univerſally fell in with this 


anti apoſtolic and new-invented rite of worſhip: and ſo 
ſtrangely apofatiſed from the primitive and pure doc- 
trine of Chriſt” as to this matter! It were the height 
of abſurdity even to ſurmiſe ſuch a thing. FA 

The extravagante of the ſuppoſition: is moreover, 
| mightily ceaſe * — "By N N 


P : mY . 2 * 8 hs 4 £ 8 k | N 
in Religion / Infant 


| of ſect and hereſies ſpruig up. and e Ch 

Vas rent into many angry and contending patties urin? 

thiſe timer. In the ſecond century, or the age inime- 
diardly following the-apoſtles,” there were t ite une 
took their names from Cvrinthus, "Ebion, Va — —4 
Carpocrates, Marcion, Montanus; ey the whole eu 
was rent into two furious and angry ſeas, the aer 
- and-the weſtern, by” the controverſy about eaſſer. 
the third ceututy- there aroſe Novatian,” Sabel, 
Paulus Samicſatenſis, Manes, &c. with"their followers 
In the fourth, the Meletians, Ariant, At hanafia ans, 8 
Now theſe ſeveral” inflamed parties, into which" by 
divine permiſſion, the church was then divided, were 
watchful and ſevere ſpies upon each others conduct: 
ſo that iſ any of them had innovated in this matter, of 
baptiſi ng Tafants, how readily \ would the 7% have 22 
tered their proteſt againſt it, and exclaimed” loudly 
upon the innovation? Bur, i f ſeems, ſo far were they 
from this; that however "mutually inflamed” and angry 
as to other points; yet, laying aſide their animoſi ity, 
they all ſurpriſingly * agree, in the affair of baptifmg 
 ſnfante, to depart from the apoſtolic practice; ; and by 
an UHaccountable confederacy connive at one another in 
this" dangerous ſuperſtition.—— Strange! beyond all 
belief! That amid their many mutual accuſations, | 
reproaches, complaints, we meet not, in all antiquity, 
with one upon this head; and not a man, Catholic nor 
Heretic, dropping a ſingle word againſt" this groſs indo- 
vation; except, perhaps, Tertullian; and he not abſo- 
25 ey ke at all) cenſuting 5 and en 5 21 


1— 85 No 1 than x1x2TY different bere/ies are Gia to bare 
ſptung up in the three firſt centuriass. f 

. Jreneus, Epiphanius, Philafirizes, Auſtin, and; Theodorety. 6 

has been juſtly obſerved, each of them vrote Catalogues.of te 

se Secks and Sorts of Chriſtians they had ever heard of; but 

ne of them mention any that dend If en * | 

| thoſe who denicd all — | 


* 


1 e | 
For an eee e Age, 
ts, thei authority was ſufficient, our brethren ac- 
] owledge, do keep ſuch an innovation from entering 
E. They therefore nſually place the ' intro- 
02 of this practice about the beginning of the third 
rury. But behold | in the ſhort ſpace of about two 
on lets more; without a ſingle precept, 19 warrant 
La ſingle. example to encourage it, yea wick the well- 
own practice of the Apoſtles themſelves, and of a/l the 
ehurches they ever planted th ropghont the whole world, 
eanfeſledly; openly, directly againſt it; under all theſe 
 eifadrantapes, the Bapti/m of ; wot it ſong," ſo every 
 _ where grovauted, . upon the face of the whole — 4 
there was not a church found where it was not performed! | 
REL him that believes this, what can be incredible! 
| perhaps, to evade the force of the foregoing 
. argument, may object There have been other great 
< corruptions, ſuch as image- worſhip, tranſubſtantiation, 
c. which have like — 2 prevailed in the 
1 church.” But the anſwer is extremely obvious. 1. 
| This is far from being true; nay it is entirely with- 
aut foundation. Neither image worſhip, nor tranſub- 
ſtantiation, ever univerſally prevailed. The latter has 
by the greater part of the Chriſtian church been in- all 
times rejected as it is at this day; and though the ar- 
nen, ſnce the ſeventh; century, has ſpread "ſelf wide, and 
— prevailed ; yet it was not without mighty 
Aegis and oppoſitions in the church: numerous nad. 
OPS 2 ouſly declared againſt it: ſolemn decrees 
4 cpuncilt, not in one kingdom or church only, but in 
diverſe regions of the earth, publiekly condemned it: 
the arm both of eib and military power was ſtrenwouſe | 
If exerted'to eftabliſh'and e ic * fan erſe- 


* 


1 


= RE is "Hh 4 caſe ut aft parallt« 66 6 that of - 
| The nll pn „ 
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| 2. Had theſe ——_— BEET ; Hi . 


er have mats tho eaſes at all gr FFok 
 Biſbop' of Rome had claimed and was #tuowled 
be the infallible, the fapreme paßt of the 
the vicar Chriſt, Ex. when: emperors uni Til + tool | 
upon them to convene councils, to plain dodtringes, 
amd eſtabliſh faith 45 dint of evi / . cheriſlr- 
dh * Wl 


3 douftraten hs e and Leia 
ally; when the clergy had both the ex and che 
kiches of this world, lv at their difpoRF ; and rhe 
birir, of true piety, fortitude, atid faith, began to Hun- 
_guik in the RK (as it miſerably languiſhed, in che 
tie when image-worſhip and tranfſubſtantiation were 
brought in) 2 a ſpirit . pride and domination, of fer- 
fuality and. lot . up in its room.—When this, I 
Ny, was the caſe, fuch an unrverſal departure from the 
. Apoſtles dofrine and practice may ſeem 8 to = 
counted for, and has nothing in it 1 0 on 
hen the circumiſtances of the church were t . re. 
ders of all this ; harrafſed and ſeverely preſſed by per- 
_ fecurions from without ; ſplit into Ta ſects and an- 
ry parties within; deſtiture of worldly honours to re- 
_ commend, and of worldly terrors d0 enters any dot | 
_ trige of practice; and acknowledging no viſible, fapreme, | 
mfallible e having daminion over its faith ; whett . | 
iin was the W ee ee _ 1 


— 


Inge S 55 upon the wh = appears a 1 * 
very ſtrongly atteſted F ber the practice of Zap- 


2 mg of. Infants was primitive. and apoſtolic; and j 
the l Chriſtian churches were every. where: Tormed | 
and eſtabliſhed upon hit ſcheme, . 

But the Examples of /cripture bapti/m, our brethr ren 
are wont to urge, are all on their ſide.— This is con 
fidently, indeed, aſſerted; but upon a cloſer examina- 
tion will be found a manifeſt miſtake. There. oe: - 


not, in the whole ſcripture, oNE fergle inſtance. of the 


N for Which they plead, and which is practiſed 
amongſt them, viz. that thoſe who are born of Chriſtian 


Parents, are I be fuffered. to become adult before they are 
. baptiſed, — This, it is to be obſerved carefully, is. = 


Foint in queſtion betwixt us. As ſor the. caſe of. adult 


 profelytes, or converts to chriſtianity, theſe, we all agree, . 13 


are not to be baptiſed till they perſonally profe I faith, 


The ſeripture inſtances therefore of ſuch proſelytes, be 


riſed upon ſuch. prefeſſion, 2 of no pertinence nor 
weight at all. in the. controverſy before us: for theſe 


are exactly conſonant. to qur ſentiments and practice. 
Ihe only point in ee to be dane zoith - 


the 16:2 of theſe pre 2 elytes *-=Are they to be baptiſe 
with their parents: Or; are they to be let alone til 


they become adult, and then be baptiſed, upon their | 
perſonal profeſſion ? ? . This latter, our brethren ſay; 


but have not in the whole ſcripture, I again affirm it, 
. ene inſtance of ſuch practice; no, nor any ſhadow or 
appearance of it. Their boalts, therefore, of ſcripture 


: Hens. Frecedents, off 7 


rare ber ſound, ind no- 


| iy Religion of EW 3a 


* elſe. Whereas the inſtance of Lydia, FOR 
15. (not to mention Stephanas and the jaylor ) ſtrongly 
_ favours our practice; whoſe faith alane is mention 


ere e be ee ee 
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rr. it be 3 are e the moral 3 of 8 
| tiſm, of Infants? or, of what real benefit. ar 
| A. in religion ? It were ſufficient to reply—of the lame 
benefit and uſe as Infant: circumciſun was; which. is 
acknowledged to have been enjoined by God, and 
prathſed by his church, for more than oy N 
years. But I add; it is of great moral benefit; as' it 
is both a ſolemn poo, or dedication on our part, and a 
gracious conde/cention and promiſe on Gods. 
FES r. It is a ſolemn vow or dedication. on our 5 
For, herein, the religious parent publickly reco 
his own covenant with God : binds himſelf by a ory | 
promiſe to watch over the immortal ſou], now com- 
mitted to his charge, and to train it up in a religious 
manner; and devotes firſt Hhimſelſ and then by helpleſs 
Infant, to the divine patronage and care. By being 
| baptiſed into the Name, the child is ſolemnly given up 
to Ms dominion. 1 1 cr N 15 ne . 5 
Peculiar property, the ſubje charge, of t 1 
THER, and UE the Sox, and. of the Horx — 5 


35 „ Ba i in (or into rhe nia Ganiics, 
a das 1. ee 22 th and patronage of bim, or them, % 
in whoſe name he is baptiſed: Thus, when the form of ſolemn 
denediction is preſcribed, Numb, vi. 23.---The Lok bleſs thee, 
and heep thee, &c. It is added And they ſhall * mY be: wal 


1 wen the children 7 iel, amt — them. 


Ladet diBenitics, . — und ns, is Infant 
| We born; how every 2g e and path of Life 5s beſet 
Mh dangers and We and what conſequences, f 
2D moment, depend upon the manner in which they 
i he preſer to him that conſiders this, it 
cannot but appear an 3 privilege to be per- 
"mitted to give them up, iu this ſolemn manner, * . 
protection and condutt of heaven. 
"The 3 1 \refigibue parent, on ſuch an 
0 | be thus expreſſed. —* L acknowledge, 
| 255 with rhe greateſt thankfatnefs and joy, 
| hide 40 ute right in the; and in alf chat is wine. 
This 751d, "which chou haſt giren me, I receive 
| om thine band. It is'Fhjney for 'thoh has for 
1 Fe dy” che 166d ef ne ul be: 
1 3 be n 
give it 2 to y prom. 
Hence; wiffftred =: 7 thine angelt; EATER by 
* 7455 Sp1817 ; conducted fafe through the many dats | 
ers and evils of this pr 
2 ved to rhine evetlaſti 
he other. - Oy 
32 For ever bleed de by te wür by bat nun, 
e, JOb6mext tame upon all ts condemnation 
Wind death; eben ſo by the rightzoufutſs 'of one, the 
Farr Grrr comer upon all to juſtifice 
That as the fatal e of the 1. 
to dur T unt. offs 1. Tabjetting chem ro pain; to 
1 mifery „ and deat Þ ths falurary effects of the 
| ras AAN righteonieſ — alfs to theft, 
Taiſing them to glory, to happineſs and. life 1 
$a, render unfeigned 8 that the bleſſmgs of 
42 and of the:coverrant of grach reach alſo to 
be, That chou arg Pr, be g 
5 VPilFent br bro: * Bu ice, io Receive 
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8 40 thy family and tin dom: . That the 3 
2 . a 45 5 10 po . 


1 N I believe! — 1 zyme of 
this fderty which is given me. I here — 
helpleſs Infant, commending it ta God; and the 
* of his grace: Oh wker ib invqaity fame and: into 
the arms of thy love! Pour doumn thy. bleſſings on 
it ; and write its name in the book ef life: May be 
be ſanctiſted fram thei uuf conſecrated a choſrn 
veſſol, firted:tor- thy ſervice} May thy Spirit deſcend 
upon, and dwell continually in it, 28 a new principle of 
1 gradually. rectifying the diſorders of its hature; 


rating out the ſeeds of vanity and folly: which may 


« ring up in is thaart; enlightening its underſtand- | 
& its moral powers, purifying: and 
. 5 —.— its appetites: and paſſians; and 
it into a living temple and habitatian of God! 
Guard and preſerve the life, which thou bd r 
* graciauſly beſtaed! Conduct ir through the dangers 
af childhood-and youth! Spare it, if it be thy will, 
ta be a bleſſing to its friends; and a burming and 4 
„ ſhining light, amidſt a dark and corrupt world E As 
it grows in years, ” may it continually grow in grace, 
in wiſdom, and in virtue, and in ſuveun wih Gon 
and men! Grant me ever to walk before it wu A 


viſo and perfect heart; to bring it up in the fear ant 


< m tho nurture of the Lord: And ſo faithfully to 
* diſcharge my duty, in erery reſpect towards it, that 
' I may-at laſt meet it with joy at thy kingdom and 
“appearance, and wich triumph chen n 
e ebule e erer ; 
"EO { > OLSON TA . M : 


N ben 2h * 


„ 


1 Canis: and will give them hir Sixt to 


Td Am 2 a+ Site 4 

miſe on Gov's:: It is u fen of his covenant; 2 
 morial or ſeen chat he graciouſſy accepts both the + 
1 his child, and that HE WILL. be 5 
their Gob. By this rite he aſſures us, that as, in the 
wiſdom of his providence, he treats Infants as finners, 
through the — of Adam; wn in the riches 
of his grace, he had opened a fountain for their clean- 
fing : will treat them as righteous through — 


4 and raiſe them to life. Of che Serre che 
| = ifmal water is the appointed emblem or fign ; and by 
commanding it to be poured on them he virtually fays— 
42A the LITTLE CHI DEREN f come unto me, 
< and forbid them not: for THESE alſo I account as 
PN moral kingdom, and as a part of that 
church, or chgſen ſaciety, over whom 1 will exerciſe a | 

« peculiar providence and care. 
And the child, which the pious parent bins thus 
E devoted to me, I deliver back to him again: with a 
« ſolemn charge that he ever, henceforth, conſider it as 
dem property. Train it up as for my ſervice. Teach 
Lit early principles of Chriſtian knowledge and virtue. 
Pray daily with, and for it. Set before it a good 
example: and watch over it as one who muſt ſhortly 
give account, to the great ſbepberd when he ſhall 
appear. So, only, mayeſt thou hope that it will be 
thy comfort and delight in this world; and thy Joy, 
and everlaſting crown of rejoicing, in "the other. 
Theſe are fame of the piaus ſentiments, which the 
Peptiim of an Infantp naturally ſuggeſts. Conſidered | 
in this light, it appears to be of great moral benefit - 
2 moſt rational and proper ſervice, or ad of religion. 


— tends to enlarge and roconfirmn e - | 
Ee OM at ; . 


7 25 . | | 
. % / 
1 ; p 


> 


| faith and hope in Gop, with regatd to his helpleſs 
child to give a clearer and more extenſive view of the 
great ſcheme of redemption tg render parents mare 
faithful, more diligent, and ſerious in the education o 
their children; if their lives are continued: and if 
they are taken from them, it affords the nobleſt ſupport 
and conſalation in their deaths „ gl; od G Dr 


1 VVV ern : 1. 4338 "WM d 
There beg leave to add that there is a vaſt | diffe- 
rence in the genius and temper of children, even in their 
molt early years, every one ſees. What influence the 
DIVINE; SPIRIT has in forming the human mind, even 
in its Infant ſtate; and moulding it into a preparation 
for future uſefulneſs and virtue We cannot certainly 
_ fay. - Probably very great: for John, it is faid Lute t. 
x5. was filled with the HoLY GnosT from his mo- 
ther's womb. The prophet 1/a:ah was called and 
formed from the womb, to be a peculiar meſſenger of 
' heaven to inſtruct and reclaim the people. I/. xlix. 
I, 2, 5. And of Jeremy it is ſaid, before I formed thee 
in the belly I knew thee : and before thou cameſt forth 
out of the womb I ſanctiſted thee, and ordained thee a 
prophet unto the nations. Jer. i. 8. 


r 
It is then, a rational act of worſhip; for parents, from 
the very dawn and firſt beginnings of life, to devote 
their children to God, and to the peculiar influences of 
his ſpirit. And it is a very merciful and wiſe appoint- 
ment, ſurely, if God has inſticated any rite, or ſacrament 
of religion, in which believing parents are commanded 
thus to dedicate their Infants to him; and in which he 
gives them a ſolemn toten that he will pour out his ſpirit 
and bleſſing on them. This is done in Baptiſin. The 
water poured upon them, being an apt and proper 
emblem of his readineſs to hear the prayers of the pious 
parent, and to, give his Jon to the child - to preſide . 
VVV 
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| over, and aſſiſt, its intellectual and moral powers: 0 
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Upon the whole then we ater; it — — 
er privilege of the Chriſtia diſpenſation,” as it 
was of both the Abrahamic and Moſaic of old, that the ; 


Infants of gehievers + ſhould be taken, together with 
themſelves, into covenant with God: it becomes us with 
great thankfulneſs, ro accept of this favour; to dedicate 


to him; and thus publickly to declare that WE, and 
OUR Hovs*ztoLD, will ferve' the” Loxp. 0 


> * Mr. Ten, the Narbe Antipedabaptit;/ tele : 
that the grace of Go may put Inſants into Crit; and unite 
g. 10. Suppoſe, ſays 


them to him by his ſpirit, Vid. Examen 
one, chere were a Maſter, who had the ſecret of pre- diſpaſing the 


brain i in order to future learning, or of giving a principle or 5 
ober of future knowledge; would it not be a very reaſonable 


and deſireable thing to put Infants under his management: and 
might they not thenceforward be counted ſcholars, c or erte, 


to him, though not yet actually taught? 


+ By Infants of Believers, are not to be ha ak theie- 


members of their houſehold, or for whoſe religious education 


&y 

will folemnly undertake. Thus, not only Abraham' s OWN they 
dren, but all born in his houſe, or bought with his money, he was 
commanded to circumciſe. Gen. xvn.. 13. So when. Lydia; the 


jaylor, and Stephanas were baptiſed, it is particularly obſerved, 


that their 42u/2ho/ds were baptiſed with them. Foundlin Infant, 2 


therefore, are very rationally brought to Bapfiſin, by tl thoſe why 
il engage e ao ow Obriftiqn 5 ec 
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our children, as well as ourſelves, in this ſolemn manner 


natural offipring; hut any Infants which are their property, or 
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